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GRACE CHURCH BULLETIN
December 2, 2008
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
Dear Members of the Parish,

   There are many references to light during this season of Advent.  From the Book of Isaiah we hear, "The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light."  As the days get shorter and shorter and the amount of light is decreased, we that live in the Western Hemisphere are more aware of the darkness.  In these uncertain times in the world, it is often easy to be overcome by all the negativity that surrounds us.
   Yet our faith bids us to be "People of the Light."  For us, that light is Christ -- bringing hope and healing to a broken world.  And as followers of Christ, it is our "bounden duty" to be that light of hope and healing for all those we encounter every day.
   How do we do this?  We do it by starting each day with a prayer of thanks to God for all the blessings of this life.  As we go through our day and encounter people on the street, at the grocery store, the dry cleaners -- wherever we may be -- we greet them with a smile that radiates the love of God.
   As privileged people, we open our hearts to those around us who are less fortunate, giving generously of our financial resources instead of buying expensive gifts for those who already have more than they can imagine.  That's what it means to be People of the Light.
   John Locke once said, "When the spirit brings light into our minds, it dispels darkness."  Another John, who wrote the fourth gospel said, "The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world." (John 1:9)  I hope that as you go about your days, you will think about being a person of light during this Advent season.  When you let your light shine, it illumines everything and everyone in your path and it dispels the darkness of grief, poverty and hatred.  Be People of the Light.

Blessings and Peace,

Miriam
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                               Advent Service of Remembrance

Feeling out of sync with Christmas?  Often when we lose a loved one, the holidays are difficult, to say the least.  Join us on Wednesday, December 3rd at 7:00 PM in the Church for a service of prayer, candle light, and song, as we remember those we love.
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Those In Service, December 7th, Second Sunday of Advent



Altar Guild:




Nancy Sharby, Jenny Rosser 




Acolytes:





Nate Sobeck, Katie Wan, 













Mwambanga Mkaya, Mwamburi Mkaya                  
 



Hospitality:




Bruins, Lockhart





Greeters:  




 
the Sakakini/Rao Family




Lectors:






Bill Bruins, Lisa Garcia    
 



Chalice Bearers:


Lynda Rollins, George Whitehead



Counters:




  
Marian Bruins, Margaret Umbsen



Nursery:





Kathy Gould
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Thanks to Deb Perugi, the Worship, Hospitality, Counter and Acolyte schedules

are now accessible through the website.  http://www.gracenewton.org/schedule.html
[image: image7.wmf] We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, David DiCicco, Michael Gould, Sean Hoyt, Brad Leitch, Darnell Lyman, and Adam Sacchetti.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing: Alice MacDonald, Martha Bauer, Larry Bauer, Paul, Barbara Beinhocker, Kat Sacchetti, Frank Garcia, Martha Grant, John Mayfield, Barbara Baerg, June O’Brien, Gardner Holmes Rollins, Zack McLeod, Sue Wilkins, Marty Hackett, George Chapman, Trudy Kontoff, Harry Snyder, Cindy Connaster Frances Ellsbree, Kate MacDonald, Barbara Karlin, Paul DiCicco, Mateo Singer-Torres, Tim Clancy, Carson Johnson, Liz Huntting, Richard Borowicz, Grace Murphy, Sally McAlpine, Tom Gerlach, Sr., Judy Borowicz, John, 

.
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Grace Discussion Group
December 7, Barbara Abramowitz—Creating Peace.  We are pleased to have Barbara Abramowitz 





joining us again.  She spoke to us in the spring and provided a very thought provoking 





session on prayer.  This Sunday she will speak on Creating Peace in the world, by 






creating peace within ourselves.  A good kick off to the season of Advent
 December 14, Youth Panel with Carol Robinson and Yvonne Gomez-Carrion
December 21, Social Action with Lisa Tieszen
December 28, Hearing The Word  
MUSIC FOR THIS SUNDAY

At the Offertory

Recit:  “For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth” Isaiah 60, vv. 2-3

Air: “The people that walked in darkness” Isaiah 9, v.2  
From Messiah by G. F. Handel, 
Sung by John Huckle, bass

The texts for these pieces from the Messiah are taken from the book of the prophet Isaiah.


For, behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and 
his glory 
shall be seen upon thee, and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.  Isaiah 60, v. 2 – 3

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light. And they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined.  Isaiah 9, v. 2

John Paul Huckle is the bass section leader of the Senior Choir. He comes to us from Indiana, having earned two degrees in voice and vocal performance from Indiana University.  He is currently a member of the Opera Institute at Boston University.

At the Communion motet, the Junior Choir will sing the Advent hymn: “The Lord will come and  not be slow.” 
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Our annual Grace Church Winter Weekend is planned for Saturday, January 17th through Monday, January 19th (Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend) at the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center. The weekend's activities will begin with lunch on Saturday and end with lunch on Monday. The cost for the entire weekend is $150 per adult (anyone over 13), $75 for kids 3-13, with kids under 3 going free. The cabin price (for the youth & anyone staying with them) is $100 for the weekend. There will be scholarship money available to help those who need help with the expenses, so don't let the current economy keep you away. We encourage everyone who is able to commit to this annual community-building event, which will have additional activities to go along with the grant: Grace Church - a baptizing community. For those of you who may not have ever gone before, IT'S FUN! Ask me questions or speak to one of the many (especially Carol Robinson) who have attended in years past.
If you are planning on attending the Winter Weekend, we must know, and have your payment, by this coming Friday, December 5th.  Please get in touch with me or call Susan Clancy in the Grace Church office and have her put your name(s) on the sign-up sheet.
Marian Bruins


Advent Book Study

Beginning Sunday, December 7th and continuing each Sunday until the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 21st, we will offer a book discussion group on "The First Christmas: What the Gospels really Say about Jesus' Birth," by Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan. Here's a bit about the book: In “The First Christmas”, Borg and Crossan focus upon "What do these stories mean?" Matthew's and Luke's (somewhat different) Christmas stories address the deepest of human yearnings: for light in the darkness, for the fulfillment of our hopes, for a different kind of world. The stories of the first Christmas are both personal and political. Even as they are tidings of comfort and joy, they are edgy and challenging. The stories confront the way most societies have been and are organized. The authors' task is two-fold: The first is historical: the stories' meanings in their first-century context. The second is contemporary: to treat their meanings for Christian understanding and commitment today. America is in the powerful and perilous position of being the empire of our day. Yet the stories of the first Christmas are anti-imperial. Thus there are political meanings and challenges in these stories as well as personal meanings. The Christmas stories are religious in the way that the Bible as a whole is religious: life with the God of Israel, the God of Jesus, is both personal and political. Join us from 6 – 7:30 PM for a simple meal of soup and good conversation.  If you need childcare, please contact the Church Office.
The Books are in, if you ordered one, come by the office.
We will look at the first 3 chapters this Sunday.

Alternative Christmas
From a recent news story:  "Giving More by Giving Less" 

It takes only a bit of creative thinking to come up with alternatives to excessive consumerism. Some ideas: 

* 
Students at Trinity Western University [Langley, BC, Canada] set up a free store, bringing things they didn't need 
and trading with each other. 

* 
One family does a "make or bake" among siblings, exchanging names and producing one homemade gift each. 

* 
Some families now include sponsoring a child overseas or providing a goat or chickens (Heifer International) for 
a micro-enterprise as a means of teaching their children to reach out to others. Or they help out at a soup kitchen or 
deliver Christmas hampers together. 

* 
Time is often a bigger gift than money. Creating coupons that offer free babysitting or housecleaning, a neck 
massage or a special treat can mean more than a stocking stuffer. 

* 
Offer to teach someone a skill you have. 

* 
Write a poem, tell a story, draw a picture or take a photograph and present it in a creative way. 

* 
Give fairly traded coffee, tea or chocolate, get beautiful items at garage sales or buy gifts from shops that support 
artisans in poorer countries. 

* 
Make your own cards from recycled paper. 

* 
Avoid commercial wrapping paper, ribbons, bows and tape, which are not recyclable, and opt for gift bags, tea 
towels or nice boxes, which are eco-friendly.

From an article by Debra Fieguth in Faith Today,Nov/Dec 2004.



The Pastoral Care Committee

will meet this Wednesday,

December 3rd
at 1:00 PM


There will be a Property Committee meeting this Thursday, December 4th, from 5:30 to 7:00 in Miriam's office.  If you have interest in property issues, please come to the meeting, or let me know of your particular concerns.
 

Marian Bruins for the Property Committee

                                                                               Women of Grace Cookie Exchange 

                   Wednesday, December 10th, from 7 to 9 p.m. the Women of Grace 
                       are invited to gather together to...worship cookies!  
                                So make your best recipe of 3 or 4 dozen cookies (or more), bring them in a big tin, 

                                     bring another empty tin for yourself in which to put your new batch of assorted goodies.  
                              Please bring a light refreshment too.
                                   In addition, we will have a special treat.  As so many of you have admired 
                                   Jean Kennedy's earrings that her daughter, Kim McDonald, has made, 
                                    we thought it would be fun to have Kim join us to display some of her creations
                                you might want for yourself, or as a stocking stuffer, etc., etc.

                                Look forward to seeing MANY of you on December 10.  

                           - Carol Robinson
      Women of Grace
                                                      All are Welcome!                             
GRACE GREEN TIPS
Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 50: Be a Green Giver

Being a green giver doesn’t necessarily mean giving cash to your friends and relatives for Christmas, though cash is not a bad ecological choice. There are quite a lot of different options for green giving and it therefore makes sense to have an overall strategy before swinging into action. Here are the various ways that you can give in an environmentally friendly way:

Giving less: Due to the poor economy, many families are choosing this option anyway but some also see it as a way to reduce their carbon imprint. Gift-giving often consists of several steps that tax the environment. These include driving to the store to purchase the gift, wrapping and packaging it, mailing it or transporting it yourself to the recipient. On top of your own actions, many gifts are made from materials, and/or are manufactured in a way, that drain natural resources and contribute to global warming. Giving less doesn’t mean not giving at all but being selective in whom you give to and what you give. Often, a thoughtful card means more to someone that a small gift, for instance. 

Giving in a manner that sustains the environment: With this option, instead of giving a traditional gift to someone, one makes a contribution to an environmental advocacy group on his/her behalf. Examples of this are Heifer International, which arranges donations of farm animals to families in impoverished countries. For instance, a small flock of chicks or geese can be donated for $30. A goat, sheep or pig costs $120, while a heifer costs $500 to donate. Another example of cause-related giving is the Nature Conservancy, which will plant a tree in the rainforests of South America for each dollar contributed. If you contribute fifty trees on someone’s behalf, that person will receive a card and literature from Nature Conservancy that explains other steps being taken to protect the rainforest. Other examples include a subscription to National Geographic (which also publishes National Geographic’s Kids Magazine), giving an annual membership to the Sierra Club, Appalachian Mountain Club, or for Trustees of the Reservation, which includes free admission to 68 reservations as well as dozens of historic sites in Massachusetts.   

Making your own gifts: Popular homemade items include sweaters, painted plates, jams, roasted nuts, and yes even fruitcakes. There are a number of websites and magazines that provide ideas for homemade gifts. Just google ‘homemade gifts’. 

Choosing gifts made of natural materials: There are a growing number of websites that provide ideas for such gifts. These include ‘green.yahoo.com’, ‘treehugger.com’, ‘greenliving.suite101.com’, just to name a few. Some, like ‘taraluna.com’, ‘globalexchange.org’, ‘hopeforwomen.com’ and ‘globalcrafts.org’ are provide wares marketed via fair trade conditions. You can also purchase such crafts from walk-in stores such as Ten Thousand Villages. 

Choosing gifts that are less damaging to the environment: Particularly good sources of information for this are the National Geographic, and the Daily Green websites, which include environmental recommendations to all categories of products, such as apparel, electronics, sporting equipment, etc. 

Giving the gift of your time: For some people, the gift of your time, maybe including dinner at a nice restaurant or trip to a favorite museum, might be more meaningful than a traditional gift. 

Re-gifting: This practice has had an undeservedly bad rap but when certain parameters are followed, re-wrapping and giving something that someone else will need or value much more than you makes perfect environmental sense.  

Submitted by David Adams 


I hope you all enjoyed a blessed Thanksgiving.  A great group of folks shared the day here at Grace Church.  Our numbers reached 16.   We had a spry 88 year old gentleman and two wonderfully behaved (Umbsen) boys.  Kristen gave the blessing and we sang the usual 
“We Gather Together."  Bill and Kristen washed the dishes while all helped clear the decks. 
A fine time was had by all, Marian, Bill, and I and the others went home feeling truly warmed by the good fellowship.  
Barbara
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GROWING   INTO  THE  FULL  STATURE  OF  CHRIST
Class Meeting Times and Places, December 7, 2008,
the Second Sunday of Advent

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.
10:00 AM
[Singing School has been suspended for the time being]      

         

Junior Choir Rehearsal                         

Choir Room






J2A









Grades 9,10

Miriam’s Office
10:45 AM
Children’s Chapel   


Grades 2-8

 
Chapel






For the Sundays of Advent, Grades 2-8 gather in the chapel, 





and then lead members of the congregation into the church 





for the lighting of the Advent wreath.





Godly Play 






Pre-K, K, Gr.1 
Godly Play rooms

11:00 AM
Firelight 1






Grades 2,3


Chapel






Firelight 2






Grades 4,5


Chapel






Rite-13







Grades 6-8


Small Hall

11:35 AM (approx.) - Sunday School Classes enter the Church Service to 





participate in a Baptism.
For Safety, children leaving church during the service
should always be accompanied by an adult.

Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed!
Please get in touch with Ed Pease.  

Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14,

or Ed at home 508-668-5055,

or email to clarkpease2@cs.com

Hi Everyone,
I am doing casting for a historical film in Weston. The film takes place in 1775. It's based on the original owners of the Golden Ball Tavern in Weston. The Jones Family were loyalists during a time when it was dangerous to be sympathetic to the British. The family was persuaded, violently, to switch allegiance and side with the Americans.  We need teens, and some adults, the first weekend in December and may need people for other weekends as well. This is an unpaid acting gig through a grant. The director is Ted Garland, a teacher at Weston High School.   Karen Valovcin will be providing costumes for any people who don't have their own authentic attire.
Two Grace Church members worked different scenes the weekend November 22nd and 23rd, Mercer Gary worked Saturday and Stoddard Meigs worked on Sunday. 

Saturday, December 6th at 11 am (teens and adults)
Golden Ball Tavern, 662 Boston Post Road, Weston, MA
Sunday, December 7th at 11 am (male teens and adults)
Golden Ball Tavern, 662 Boston Post Road, Weston, MA
Please let me know if you are available to do either of the days this weekend. This film is being made for the museum. We cannot, at this time, use SAG or AFTRA members because have reached our limit of union contracts.
Thank you,
Andrea Lyman
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