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GRACE CHURCH BULLETIN
December 23, 2008
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
Dear Members of the Parish,

Christmas is upon us, the trees are blanketed with snow and during these very cold months, I am so aware of the blessings of warmth and shelter, of family and friends.  Yes, dear friends, God have blessed us all with so many gifts and during this Holy Season we give thanks for all that God has bestowed upon us.

Each year at our Christmas Eve services, we have a special collection.  Half of what you give goes to our operating budget for the coming year and half goes to Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD). Last year Episcopal Relief & Development reached more than 2 million people in over 40 countries.  The generosity of this parish to ERD over the years has been wonderful.  Your donations go wherever there is the greatest need, whether that is helping folks rebuild their communities on the Gulf Coast or eliminating poverty in Myanmar.  This past October ERD was able to provide critical emergency assistance to more than 200 displaced people from the Province de L’Eglise Anglican in the north-east region of the Democratic Republic of Congo.
 
Together with the worldwide Church and ecumenical partners, Episcopal Relief & Development strengthens communities today to meet tomorrow’s challenges. They rebuild after disasters and empower people by offering lasting solutions that fight poverty, hunger and disease, including HIV/AIDS and malaria.

Whether you come to the 4 PM or 10:30 PM service on Christmas Eve, I hope you will take the Christmas Offering envelope and fill it generously.  You may make out checks to Grace Church and put "Christmas Offering" on the memo line.

Remember that we are a people of hope.  God has blessed us with so many blessings -- let us share some of that bounty with those who are "the least of these."
Christmas Blessings and Peace for the New Year,

Miriam
P.S.
I will be away January 4th.  Ed Pease will preach and celebrate at the 11:00 AM Eucharist.



Ed will be on call for any pastoral emergencies from December 31 – January 4th.  



Ed may be reached at 508-668-5055
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Christmas Eve, 4:00 PM




Altar Guild:





Nancy Sharby, Jenny Rosser




Eldredge Chime:



Carolyn Wong




Greeters:






The Heywood and the Rosser Family             



 




      




Chalice Bearers:



Lynda Rollins, George Whitehead














Christmas Eve, 10:30 PM




Eldredge Chime:



Laura Johnson





Greeters:






Aquilina/Sheehy, Margaret Umbsen                    




Lectors:







Libby Gerlach, John Ficarelli           




Lay Reader:





Don Kennedy




Chalice Bearers:



Don Kennedy, Margaret Umbsen     
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Remember to bring bells to the Christmas Eve Services.
Christmas Day

4:00 PM Eucharist with Guitar and Carols, 5:00 PM Pot Luck Christmas Dinner

Music on Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve at the 4:00 PM service, there will be carols and the Junior Choir singing a setting of the carol “Joseph, dear one” by Frank Pesci and “Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber” by Harold Friedell. 


At the 10:30 PM service, the Senior Choir will do a variety of music:



“Break forth, O beauteous heavenly Light” by J. S. Bach, Eileen Callahan, soprano



“Psallite” by Michael Praetorius, and “The Shepherd’s Farewell” by Hector Berlioz

The anthem at the Offertory will be Frank Pesci’s setting of Christina Rossetti’s poem, “Carol we and worship we.” George Attisano will join us with the guitar and will also as we gather to worship. 

A baby is a harmless thing and wins our hearts with one accord.

And flower of babies was their King, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lily of lilies, He, upon His mother’s knee.

Rose of roses soon to be crowned with thorns on leafless tree.
A lamb is innocent and mild and merry on the soft green sod;

And Jesus Christ the Undefiled is the Lamb of God;




Only spotless He upon His mother’s knee 

White and ruddy soon to be sacrificed for you and me.

Nay, lamb is not so sweet a word, nor lily half so pure a name;

Another name our hearts hath stirred, kindling them to flame:

Jesus certainly is music and melody, Heart with heart in harmony: 

Carol we and worship we, Carol we and worship we.  
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“EPIPHANY” 
TO SHOW, TO MAKE KNOWN, TO REVEAL
On the first Sunday in January, we will celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany. The Wise Men from the East followed the bright star westward to a poor manger in Bethlehem. By journeying, they began to make known to the world the birth of the Christ child – Emmanuel, God with us.

The season of Epiphany extends to Ash Wednesday and focuses on the mission of the church to the world. On the first Sunday after Epiphany, we celebrate the baptism of Jesus in the river Jordan. This baptism began Jesus’ ministry in our world as it begins ours. How do we see the lives we lead every day in light of this event?  How are we fulfilling the promises we make in baptism in the world around us?

The Grant Project during Epiphany

During January and February, we welcome people from the environs of Boston and our own community to speak to us about their faith and their vocational lives beyond Sunday morning. These people and groups will meet us in the Grace Discussion Group and occasionally will preach in the 11:00 Eucharist. Much more information will be forthcoming. For any questions, contact the staff. 

January 4: The staff

January 11: The Honorable Byron Rushing

January 18: Yvonne Gomez-Carrion

January 25:  Annual Meeting; J2A

February 1: The Heywood Family

February 8:  Tom Henry of Landry’s Bicycles

February 15: A panel of artists from our community

February 22: The Narrow Gate architectural firm
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We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, David DiCicco,  Sean Hoyt, Brad Leitch, Darnell Lyman, and Adam Sacchetti.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing:  Alan Snyder, Alice MacDonald, Barbara Beinhocker, Alison Feeney, Kat Sacchetti, Frank Garcia,  Martha Grant, John Mayfield, Grace Murphy, Sally McAlpine, Tom Gerlach, Sr., June O’Brien, John,  Judy Borowicz, Barbara Baerg, Gardner Holmes Rollins, Zack McLeod, Sue Wilkins, Paul,  Marty Hackett, Richard Borowicz, Kate MacDonald, Cindy Connaster Barbara Karlin, Paul DiCicco,  Mateo Singer-Torres, Tim Clancy, Carson Johnson, Liz Huntting, George Chapman, Trudy Kontoff,  Frances Ellsbree, Harry Snyder, Anthony Waterman, 
Greg Bolster.
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Those In Service, December 28, 2008





Altar Guild:





Nancy Sharby, Jenny Rosser




Hospitality:





Sallie Dunning, Whitehead




Eldredge Chime:



Jean Papalia




Lectors:







John Heywood, Connie Conn




Lay Reader:





Carol McNally




Chalice Bearer:




Jay Burke, Bessie Lyman




Counters:






Andreé Saulnier, Jamie Heywood




Nursery:






Kathy Gould

                    
Those In Service, January 4, 2008




Altar Guild:





Linda Bicknell, Leezie Magruder




Hospitality:





Mendelsohn                                        





Eldredge Chime:



Laura Johnson




                    




Acolytes:






Christopher Rao, Mercer Gary, Bella Rao                             




Lectors:







Eileen Callahan, Jay Burke                   




Lay Reader:





Debra Katt-Lloyd




Chalice Bearers:



Carol McNally, Tim Hintz




Counters:






Nancy Sharby, Don Kennedy     




Nursery:






Kathy Gould
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Grace Discussion Group
 
 
December 28, Hearing The Word
Save the Date
The first Sunday in January, the 4th, will be our
second annual Newcomer's Welcoming Breakfast.
In lieu of Grace Discussion Group we will have a welcoming coffee hour.
All are welcome.
SU N D A Y   S C H O O L  P R E V I E W

GROWING   INTO  THE  FULL  STATURE  OF  CHRIST

PAGEANT!

Wednesday, December 24, 3:00 P.M.:  Dress Rehearsal.

4:00 P.M. Performance & Christmas Eve Eucharist
No Sunday School Classes meet on December 28.

Regular Schedule of Classes resumes on January 4.

For Safety, children leaving church during the service 
should always be accompanied by an adult.
Last Sunday, In spite of really bad weather, 23 Sunday School Students and 11 teachers and parents worked together on the rehearsal of the pageant.  In addition there were two guest students who came with one of our families.  In the Grace Discussion group 5 of our J2A Students, and one from Rite-13, along with four parents talked about their experience of visiting Bristol Lodge the previous Sunday.  What a great turnout of enthusiastic people of all ages!Ed Pease, Assistant for Christian Education, clarkpease2@cs.com, 508-668-5055.
The office will be closed for Christmas Break beginning December 24th, reopening on January 5, 2009.  Today’s Bulletin is the last for 2008, the next Bulletin will be sent on January 5, 2009.
Happy Holidays,

Susan


The Low Carbon 12 Days of Christmas!
...This Christmas Let's Keep Coal Out of Our Stockings!...

1. Send Electronic Christmas Cards. 
2. Make Your Own Decorations.
3. Buy a Living, Local Christmas Tree.
4. Use LED Christmas Lights.
5. Do Your Christmas Shopping with Reusable Bags.
6. Give Responsibly.
7. Local and energy efficient gifts are Great! 
8. Use Reusable or Recycled Gift Wrap.
9. Practice Alternative Giving.
10. Limit Your Travel.
11. Serve Local Food for Christmas Dinner.
12. Remember Why We Celebrate!

GRACE GREEN TIPS
Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 53: Don’t buy plasma

It used to be that refrigerators were the energy hogs of most American homes. But that dubious distinction is now being passed onto large screen televisions. The energy savings that many families have achieved by switching to energy-efficient fridges and compact fluorescent lights is being cancelled out by the transition to higher energy home entertainment systems, according to the Wall Street Journal. Lured by dropping costs of digital TVs, consumers should beware of their hidden economic and environmental costs. There are substantial differences in the energy draw among various television systems and sizes.  For instance, a 28-inch conventional TV with a cathode-ray tube (CRT) uses about 100 watts of electricity. Many families are now replacing these with larger flat screen TVs that are either liquid crystal display (LCD) or plasma screen. While a 42-inch LCD uses about 200 watts of electricity, the same size plasma set consumes between 200-600 watts, depending on the brand and features. Many people are surprised to learn that larger screen projection televisions actually utilize less energy than either the LCD or the plasma sets. Typically a projection set uses 150-200 watts of electricity. 

Besides reducing environmental impact, there is considerable money to be saved by choosing a more energy-efficient television. A conventional CRT set, turned on five hours per day, will cost about $30 per year in electricity. By comparison, a large projection set will cost $45, a 42-inch LCD $60, and a plasma set up to $130. It gets worse. With typical add-ons, like cable boxes, game consoles, speakers, DVDs and digital video recorders, the bill can come to $200 per year. And this is just for a 42-inch plasma set. Many consumers are purchasing larger units of up to 64 inches. 

When choosing your next TV, look for ones with an Energy Star label, which indicates that the set uses 30% less energy than a conventional model. Currently however, the EPA’s Energy Star program only relates to televisions in the standby mode. Some manufacturers are now offering energy saving features. For instance, Philips now offers a Eco-TV model, an LCD that has a sensor that dims the screen when the room is dark. Another reason to choose LCD or projection TVs, over plasma screen ones, is that they are less prone to breakdown. Plasma screens need to be replaced more frequently than LCDs and therefore place more demand on our municipal landfills, as well as our wallets. 

Submitted by David Adams
                             Men’s Breakfast
               Saturday, December 27th

                        7:30 – 9:00 AM

                                  Small Hall

                            All men of the parish are welcome!
Dear ONES!


I am growing eight trees on my windowsill, in my studio apartment.  I’m 
up high, and get a view and early morning Sunshine!  And it is awesome for me to have 
dared move from Brookhaven Retirement place, where I moved after Bob died.  
It was such a help to me to be there for a while.  But now I have caught my breath, 
and over and over again, I have restored ZEST – between taking major naps.  
So at 84, I am healthier than I’ve ever been! And going back to the 
Seminary occasionally for some events, where Bob and I lived sixty years ago.


AND, on our fifty-five acres, up in Cavendish, Vermont, on the 
one hundred and eighty acres the family bought sixty years  ago, we 
are doing sustainable harvesting of some of our trees, right now! 


The grandchildren are growing up, and I am dictating this to my 
oldest granddaughter, Roza, who is more agile on computers than I am.


I have not been able to be in touch as much as I wish I could, and 
now it’s a joy to be able to say hello to you all.  I am a recovering 
perfectionist, and therefore what I am doing by this second is saying, 
“This is good enough, and it’s awesome that I’m daring to send it right now!”  
Bob used to talk about this being “good enough,” and this letter is good 
enough, because it’s sending you my love!


The Society of Friends people, sometimes known as Quakers, have a

lovely phrase about holding people in the LIGHT, and I hold you in the LIGHT,

and I hold our world in the LIGHT.


Pattie Derr

Give a gift of hope this holiday season
Give a gift of hope this holiday season to victims of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Ike in the Gulf Coast who still need our help.

Send us a gift card in any amount from one of the following department stores: Wal-Mart, Sears, Bed Bath and Beyond, Home Depot or Lowe’s and we’ll send it to someone in need. 

Mail it to: Gulf Coast Partnership, Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts, 138 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 02111.
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