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February 5, 2008 
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
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Dear Members of the Parish,

The last 2 weeks have been momentous in the life of our parish. Several folks joined the Grace Church Corporation.  They are: Phyllis and George Attisano, Kristen Borowicz, Butch Matthews, Martha and Chad Perry, Frank Pesci and Nina Signore.  Joining the Corporation gives members the right to voice and vote at our Annual Meeting and other official meetings of the parish.  For those of you who are new to Grace, we will be offering an Inquirer's Class in the spring to help you understand the beliefs and customs of the Episcopal Church and the history of our parish.

I can't tell you how proud I was of everyone this past Sunday!  Both Choirs sang their hearts out and for all those who engaged in conversations with Bishop Shaw, it was very moving for me to witness your interactions.  It's clear that you all care so deeply for one another and you are committed to your faith and you are willing to struggle with the big questions of life.

When Tom Shaw was leaving on Sunday afternoon, he told me that his discussion with the Vestry was one of the most powerful conversations about evangelism he had ever had!  I'm sure he came away from his visit with a great deal to think and pray about. 

Thank you to everyone who made this past Sunday so rich and fulfilling: Our incredible Staff; Leezie Magruder and Sallie Dunning for the delicious luncheon; the Choirs and all those who did so many things behind the scenes to make the day go so smoothly.  It is such a blessing to share this ministry with you.

Faithfully,

Miriam 

Lenten Prayer Group

Beginning this Sunday, February 10th, I will offer a Lenten Prayer Group from 7-8:30 PM in the Small Hall.  We will be using the book, "Healing in the Landscape of Prayer," by Avery Brooke.  I will have some copies available for purchase on February 10th.  Our time together will include discussion of a chapter or 2 each week and some quiet time for prayer and reflection.  We will meet every Sunday during Lent EXCEPT February 17th.  

Please contact me if you are interested:  gelfer@gracenewton.org or call the office.

[image: image7.emf]
The Camp


The brochures for the Barbara C. Harris Summer Camp have arrived and are on the shelf in the vestibule of the Parish House.  I would like to highlight Choir Camp, which will be held August 3-9.  Children who are rising 4-12 graders are invited to a week of singing, playing drums, and all the wonderful camp activities.  We sing music from all around the world as well as traditional Church music.  The campers offer Evensong on Thursday night at the Episcopal Church in Peterborough, and a their final sung Morning Prayer on the last day of Camp.  Please speak to Miriam for details.  Scholarships are available.
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Those In Service, Ash Wednesday    

7:30 PM Service



Altar Guild:  




Jean Kennedy, Anne Simunovic




Lectors: 





Frank Pesci, Libby Gerlach




Lay Reader: 




Diane Droste




Chalice Bearers: 


Don Kennedy, Carol McNally

Those In Service, February 10th     




Altar Guild:




Jean Kennedy, Anne Simunovic                 



Acolytes:





Christopher Rao, Stoddard Meigs












Benjamin Galgano, Patrick Aquilina



Greeters:





Vestry                     



Lectors:






Marian Bruins, Bob Sprich        



Lay Reader:




Jay Burke        



Chalice Bearers:


Margaret Umbsen, Bill Bruins          



Counters:





Carolyn Sprich, John Ficcarelli  



Hospitality:




Aquilina/Sheehy, Reed  




Nursery:





Kathy Gould
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 We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, Sean Hoyt, Darnell Lyman, Calvin Johnson, Brad Leitch, and David DiCicco.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing:
 Cindy Grogan, Merle Orren, Matt Shea, Judy Borowicz, Barbara Stock, Carolyn Collins, Cathryn Ross, Caleb Downs, Bruce MacDonald, George Lloyd, Tim Clancy, Matteo Singer-Torres, Carol Garcia,  Pam Jones, Richard Borowicz, Alison Sprague, Sally McAlpine, Kate MacDonald, Blythe Brown, Mavis Chase-Sobers, Neila Gonsalves, Jane Shapiro, Kathy Owens, Cali, Hardy, Sven
In the New Year we started with a clean slate for those who are in need of prayers.  Please call or email Susan Clancy to put someone on or update the Prayer List.  The Intercession Book will be on the table in the Church office as well.


Grace Discussion Group
This Sunday, February 10th, the Worship Committee 
will hold a presentation on the Season of Lent.


The luncheon following the service on Sunday with Bishop Shaw was a huge success.  Many thanks to Jay Burke, Ann Fletcher, Sallie Dunning, Carol McNally, Carolyn Blanks, Sam Magruder, Mercer Gary, Isabel Meigs, Christopher Sakakini-Rao, and Bella Sakakini-Rao for all of their help  setting up on Saturday and/or Sunday as well as helping to serve.  A great deal of thanks also goes to the many parishioners who contributed so many delicious side dishes and desserts.  For all of you who helped with the clean-up tasks at the end of the luncheon, I want to thank you as well but at the risk of forgetting someone please know that we all appreciate your help.
Leezie Magruder

Ten of our newer members met with Bishop Shaw before our service on Sunday.  He was interested in what made them choose, and continue to attend Grace Church.  These were some of their replies.

 

Most people found us by:


- looking at our Website


-calling Grace for further information


-talking to Miriam individually


-Two people were invited by other members to attend a service, and started to attend

   
 regularly

 

The things that they like about us are: 


-that we are warm and welcoming


-that we are small enough congregation so that it is easy to get noticed, and involved


-that we have a good children's program, and they wanted their children, or future children to

      be involved in it


-our music


-our worship, several people mentioned how much they like it when Miriam says: "This is

     God's table, and wherever you are on you Faith journey you are welcome here".


-people who were brought up in churches that had strict beliefs welcomed the liberal views,

     and less judgmental stance of Episcopalians


-Marilyn Ruston said that we are lovely people, and that she sees the face of Jesus in ours,

     something Bishop Shaw reported feeling moved by

 

Bishop Shaw talked about Evangelism and how important it is to tell others about our faith, he said that there are over 300,000 Catholics in MA who are currently not going to church, and he would like to find a way to invite them to come to our churches.  He thinks some of the barriers may be that they don't know how similar our worship services are, that because our congregations are small, members need to participate actively to keep programming going, and our pledge system, where most people donate significantly more than do Roman Catholics.  He also discussed the conflict in the world wide church about such controversial issues as Homosexuality.  He talked about continuing to do what he thinks is right, but also how important it is to listen to more conservative views, and to include them in our thinking.

-Ann Fletcher, Warden

GRACE GREEN TIPS

Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 21: Beware of Hard Plastic Water and Baby Bottles. Many hard plastic water bottles contain Bisphenol-A (BPA), a synthetic chemical that interferes with the body’s natural hormonal system, and is a known carcinogen. The problem is that BPA can leach out from tiny cracks and dings in the plastic that inevitably comes from prolonged use. Sold by Nalgene and many other companies, clear or translucent plastic bottles have been promoted as an environmentally sound alternative to soft plastic bottles that are intended for one-time use. BPA is also found in most baby bottles and sippy cups. It is easy to identify hard plastic bottles made of BPA since they contain the number 7 inside the triangle imprinted on the bottom of the bottle. Though bottles with numbers 2, 3, 4 and 5 are considered safer, it is better to use those made of glass, stainless steel or aluminum for your refills. Plastic bottles with a Number 1 imprinted on them are intended for one time use only. Unfortunately, almost all five- gallon plastic water containers contain BPA. BPA is also found in the inner linings of the containers of many canned foods. 

A good website that identifies BPA-free baby bottles is www.naturemom.com   

Submitted by David Adams
Social Action Update

We will be having a Social Action Meeting on Sunday, February 17 right after church in Miriam's Office.  Come with energy and ideas for our projects this year!

Anyone interested in joining us for a meeting with other parishes to plan for the summer B-SAFE Program are welcome.  The meeting will be held at Church of the Redeemer, Chestnut Hill on Sunday, March 2 from 1:00-3:00 PM.

The knitting class for the African Baobob Grandmother's Project will be held on a Sunday in March.  We have not yet confirmed a date but will soon.  We welcome all interested adults & children 10 yrs and over.

Any questions or ideas, please contact Lisa Tieszen at 617-965-9831 or ltieszen@rcn.com.


A Valentine Spiritual Workshop: 
"Tools for Strengthening Marriage and Partnerships"
Sponsored by the Charles River Deanery

Saturday, February16th

9:00 AM – 3:30 PM  

Grace Episcopal Church

76 Eldredge Street, Newton, MA  02458


Are you a working couple parenting children?
Are you a couple new to the empty nest?
Are you a couple in any stage of life wanting
to make your relationship deeper and more satisfying?
Then come to this workshop at Grace Church. Registration will begin at 8.30am; the program will begin at 9:00am and continue until 3.30pm, lunch and childcare included.

Bring yourselves, your questions, and a sense of humor and adventure. 
This will be a day that is both fun and deeply meaningful. Every couple has 
difficulties; this workshop will give you tools for resolving them. Our facilitator is Dr. Charles Foster, an internationally recognized therapist for individuals, couples, and families. He is co-founder and research director of The Chestnut Hill Institute, has lectured at the Harvard Medical School, and has made numerous TV appearances. An active Episcopalian at Church of the Good Shepherd in Waban, Dr. Foster has made presentations integrating psychology with the life of faith, and run workshops for clergy on strengthening marriage and partnerships.

Cost of the workshop is $18 per person or $35 per couple,
lunch and child care included.
Register by February 11 to Miriam Gelfer
617-244-3221 or gelfer@gracenewton.org
A History Minute

(#19 in a series)
 
These "History Minutes" have caused parishioners to recall stories of their experiences at Grace. Last week Connie Conn shared her vivid (and charming) memories of that "different time". Before proceeding to the events of Rev. Robert Woodroofe's rectorship in 1945 after World War II, we have remembrances from John Halfrey who was born into Grace Church, where his grandfather had served as the Sexton:
 
"When my grandfather died, I was about four years old and will never forget seeing his dead body being waked in the living room. This was common practice in those days, among both Protestants and Catholics. How marvelous the human brain is...when you can not only remember events but picture them as well, more than seventy years later. It outperforms any computer hard drive by leaps and bounds.
 
"I can never forget the kindness of Grace Church when we had no coal to heat our house. One time my Dad had to tear down the cellar stairs to burn in our furnace, so that we wouldn't freeze. After that we had to climb down a ladder to use the only toilet, which was located in the basement. Grace Church sent several tons of coal to help us out. Saturday night was bath night, so that we would be clean going to church the next morning. Newspapers were spread on the kitchen floor under the galvanized steel tub, filled with a mixture of hot water heated on the stove and cold water from the sink. It was a science to get the blend just right. On other occasions Grace sent us a complete Thanksgiving dinner from S.S. Pierce, from soup to nuts. What a special treat, and something I shall never forget. We had no telephone and no automobile. This is the way life was for many people during and after the Great Depression. We didn't have much of anything except our Christian faith and trust in God. In tough times you lean more heavily on that, and that we did, thanks to my parents and Grace Church.
 
"Sunday was exclusively devoted to church, Sunday dinner, and family, far different from many today. I was baptized by the Rector H. Robert Smith in 1937...when Rev. Smith was coming to our house to visit, my mother would clean the entire house as much as if it was the President of the United States. Later, I was confirmed by Rector Robert Woodroofe in 1946. We looked forward to church on Sunday; it was a ritual. I remember walking to Grace Church from West Newton, a two-mile walk each way, and almost never missed attendance. In ten or twleve years of Sunday School, I missed a total of about two Sundays. We had no car and no money for the bus, which cost five cents. What terrific church and Sunday School teachers I had! So many really great people to set fine examples of inspiration and life values. I can never forget Bernice and Charlie Olton, Mary and Fitz Perkins, and Mother Teresa, Isabel Coleman.  Many others, too!
  
"All the important events in my life are connected with Grace Church...my baptism, confirmation, wedding, and family funerals. I used to think that having one's health was the most important quality; now I realize that the love with which my family and Grace Church surrounded me, has been the most important factor in my life. My faith in God and Jesus Christ have been a special blessing, and thanks to my church upbringing have allowed me to live the American Dream. For that I always will be grateful. In 1952, when I served in the Army during the Korean War as a Forward Observer, I always carried my Soldiers and Sailors Prayerbook and Episcopal Service Cross, both of which Grace Church gave to me. I still have and cherish them. They carried me safely through dangerous times."
  
Grace Church and American society were changing. In the next "History Minute" we will learn how Elvis began to rock America.  
Don Kennedy, Parish Historian  
Vitamins for Mexico

 

On February 16 I am traveling to Cuernavaca, Mexico, where I will be studying Spanish at the Cemanahuac Educational Community and living with a Mexican family for the next four to five weeks. (Harry Rosser recommended the school.)  The school invites prospective students to bring with them vitamins, especially infant vitamins with iron and vitamins for pregnant women.  These will be distributed by several social programs in the Cuernavaca area, including VAMOS! and Caminamos Juntos.   The school urges that students bring the vitamins in their luggage, since the mails are uncertain.  I am going to do so, since it has become clear to this person who has hitherto known nothing about Mexico that the need is great.  Alan Riding's Distant Neighbors (first published 1984), the book that Harry recommends as indispensable, records that in some parts of Mexico infant mortality is roughly 100 per 1,000 births and that only 40 percent of the children are considered to be well nourished.  If any parishioners would like to contribute vitamins, I would be glad to be the means of transporting them.  Next Sunday, Feb. 10, will be my last Sunday at Grace before my trip, and I will be around then; but I can also be reached during the week.  Many thanks.  
Ken Carpenter, 16 Stafford Rd., Newton Center; kencarpenter@comcast.net; 617-244-2117.   

Y O U T H  &  S U N D A Y   S C H O O L

Thanks to all who worked in our Youth and Sunday School Classes on February 3!

Child Care workers Kathy Gould and Maxx Lyman, 
Arts & Crafts leader Gayle Larson assisted by Maxx Lyman, 
Godly Play teacher Melissa Umbsen and doorkeeper Justin Knight, 
Firelight 1 Teacher Andree Saulnier and doorkeeper Mary Arbuckle, 
Firelight 2 teachers David Barbrow and Julia Talcott, 
Rite-13 teacher Andrea Lyman assisted by Elaine Whiteside.

Class meeting times and places, February 10, The First Sunday in Lent

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.

10:00 AM



Arts & Crafts       
 Pre-K and up        
Chapel


        






Junior Choir           Rehearsal            

Choir Room











Rite 13





 Grades 6-8




Conference Room











J2A






 Grades 9 and up

Miriam’s Office



10:45 AM



Godly Play



Pre-K and K



Godly Play Rooms











Children’s Chapel 
Grades 1-5




Chapel



11:00 AM



Firelight 1



Grades 1-3 




Chapel











Firelight 2



Grades 4,5




Conference Room

Godly Play and Firelight Classes (Pre-K--Gr. 5)
enter the church service approx 11:45 a.m., at the Greeting of Peace.
Rite-13 and J2A Members attend the 11 A.M. Service.

For Safety, children leaving church during the service should always be accompanied by an adult.

Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed!  
If you can serve as helper or teacher for at least one Sunday this year, please get in touch with Ed Pease.  Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14, or Ed at home 508-668-5055, or email to clarkpease2@cs.com.



February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Week.  No Classes Scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

March 2, 2008, The Fourth Sunday in Lent: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).


February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room. 
The Charles River Deanery Middle School Students will meet together at
Church of the Good Shepherd, Waban from 5—7 p.m.
There will be food, fun, prayer, and learning.
February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Weekend.  No classes are scheduled.  
Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room. 

March 2, 2008, The Fourth Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room. 



February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Holiday Week begins.  No class scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

March 2, 2008, The Fourth Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

Re: What’s a Bishop do, and other Matters:
Please note that due to the Super Bowl and the Deadly Sin of Sloth, there will not be a column appearing in this space this week
Ed Pease, Assistant for Christian Education, 508-668-5055, clarkpease2@cs.com   


                                                             



Warm Up Your Winter with the New Phil 







     Melody, Harmony, and Song 





Weave a Soul-Warming Musical Blanket! 
This Saturday and Sunday, warm up with music by Prokofiev, Mahler and Brahms.
Dawn Dreisbach's orchestra, the New Philharmonia Orchestra, will perform Prokofiev's Lieutenant Kije Suite, Mahler's Songs of a Wayfarer with soloist Gale Fuller, and Brahms'  Symphony No. 2.  
Both concerts will be in the First Baptist Church, Newton Centre:
8:00pm on Saturday, Feb. 9 and 3:00 pm on Sunday, Feb. 10.
For ticket info, go to www.newphil.org or call (617) 527-9717.
Present your ticket to local restaurants India Paradise, Jumbo Seafood, Sabra, or Union Street and get 10% off your snack or dinner on the day of the performance!

Upcoming Events



Feb. 8-10: Senior High Youth Retreat, Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center, Greenfield, N.H.
Feb. 9: Small Church Summit, St. Mark's Church, Burlington, 9 a.m.
Feb. 13: Absalom Jones Lecture:  "An Icon of Inclusivity" by The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis, Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, 7 p.m.
March 7-9: "Toward Resurrection," Province I Conference on Stewardship, Evangelism and Congregational Development, Doubletree Hotel, Westborough. 
For more information on these events please visit http://www.diomass.org/news_events/calendar/diocesan

COOPERATIVE METROPOLITAN MINISTRIES (CMM):

Effective interfaith social action since 1966
Building transformative partnerships for a just, peaceful society
February 26, 9:00 a.m. 
Legislative Action Day - MA Coalition for the Homeless, Great Hall, State House, Boston, MA 

March 5, 7:00 p.m. 
"Constantine's Sword" documentary film screening & conversation with author James Carroll, Morse Auditorium, Boston University, Boston, MA 

April 6, 9:00 a.m. 
Day of Interfaith Youth Service, Interfaith Youth Initiative (I-FYI), Boston, MA 
Join us for the following events, volunteer to help, bring a group, make a donation!  For more information, visit our website at www.coopmet.org, or email Alexander Levering Kern, Executive Director, at akern@coopmet.org or call him at 617-455-5323
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Hospice of the Good Shepherd

LGBT Aging 101

What You Need to Know About Lesbian, Gay,

Bisexual and Transgender Elders

Lisa Krinsky, LICSW, Director, LGBT Aging Project
February 12th, 2008, 6:00-7:30 PM

Coffee and dessert will be served

RSVP to Jennifer Sax at 617-969-6130 or jsax@hospicegoodshepherd.org
1.5 CEU’s, $10.00 for Nursing CEU’s, $10.00 for Social Work CEU’s
________________________________________________________
Cancer in the Family:

Providing Understanding and Support
Harriet Berman, PHD, Clinical Psychologist and Executive V.P. of Clinical Programs at the Wellness Community of Greater Boston

March 3rd, 2008, 6:00-7:30 PM

Coffee and dessert will be served

RSVP to Jennifer Sax at 617-969-6130 or jsax@hospicegoodshepherd.org
1.5 CEU’s, $10.00 for Nursing CEU’s, $10.00 for Social Work CEU’s

________________________________________________________
“Grieving the Loss of a Spouse”
Six consecutive Group Meetings

Starting the End of February

The group will be facilitated by Christina Player, LCSW

You must pre-register by calling the Hospice office at 617-969-6130

or contacting Christina at cplayer@hospicegoodshepherd.org
All events are held at the Hospice office,

2042 Beacon Street, Newton, MA 02468

www.hospicegoodshepherd.org
�








Evening Prayer  





Evening Prayer will take place in the Chapel, 6:30 – 7:00 PM.


All are welcome to attend and participate.





Come for the quiet, the candle light, a time to pray and meditate -- and a time to thank God for blessings of the day.
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