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January 22, 2008 
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
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Dear Members of the Parish,

As you know, the next two Sundays in the life of our parish are very important.  This Sunday, January 27th, we will have our Annual Meeting.  At the meeting we will approve the budget for next year, elect new members of the Vestry and slate of Officers.  Anyone who would like to vote at the meeting may become a member of the Grace Church Corporation by signing "The Book" that will be at the meeting.  

Lunch will be prepared by the Youth, under the supervision of Lisa Garcia.  Over lunch, there will be an opportunity to talk about life at Grace -- What is engaging and nourishing to you? What can we do to support you in your life and faith journey?  This will be an informal conversation at each table and there will be questions to discuss.  We hope that it will bring us closer together as a community of faith and help us to get to know one another more deeply.  Children's activities and childcare will be provided during the meeting.

On Sunday, February 3, Bishop Tom Shaw will visit with us.  He is anxious to meet with all of those who have anything to do with Higher Education.  That meeting will be at 9 AM in the Small Hall.  At 10 AM, Tom will meet with all the Newcomers at Grace.  If you're new to the parish in the last couple of years, please come to share with our Bishop what brought you to Grace and why you've stayed.  Special activities for Children will be provided at this time, as well as during the Congregational Meeting after lunch on that day.

Our Bishop's Visitation is a time to ask questions and to hear from Bishop Tom what is going on in the Diocese and how we can strengthen our mission and outreach to the wider community.

Please mark your calendars, if you haven't already, for the next 2 Sundays.  Your voice is important and I'm sure that we all will be energized and blessed by these gatherings.

Blessings and Peace,

Miriam 
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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Yes, friends, right after the Bishop's Visitation, we have Shrove Tuesday and that means pancakes!  We need some help.  This is a child friendly event, and all paper products are used so the clean up is fast, and should be all over by 7:30 at the latest.

      Let me know soon if you can help with this.  It is a fun time and I hope you can join us.

We need: 
- 5 People who will set up tables 
- 5 Cooks starting @ 5 PM
-Servers
-And last but not least, people to clean up

Sign-up sheet will be in the Church Office.

Ann Fletcher, Warden
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Those In Service, January 27th     




Altar Guild:




Linda Bicknell, Leezie Magruder




Acolytes:





Nate Sobeck, Alex Graf,












Mwambanga Mkaya, Mwamburi Mkaya



Greeters:





Youth 



Lectors:






Ann Fletcher, Jay Burke          



Lay Reader:




Harry Rosser     



Chalice Bearers:


Margaret Umbsen, Scott Aquilina 



Counters:





Nancy Sharby, Linda George       



Hospitality:




Malagodi, Volcker      




Nursery:





Kathy Gould

Bishop's Offering
The loose offering from the February 3rd service will be designated for the 
Bishop's Discretionary Fund for Theological Education.  
Make checks payable to Grace Church and put "Bishop's Discretionary Fund" on the memo.
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 We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, Sean Hoyt, Darnell Lyman, Calvin Johnson, Brad Leitch, and David DiCicco.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing:
 Cindy Grogan, Merle Orren, Matt Shea, Judy Borowicz, Barbara Stock, Carolyn Collins, Cathryn Ross, Caleb Downs, Bruce MacDonald, George Lloyd, Tim Clancy, Matteo Singer-Torres, Carol Garcia,  Pam Jones, Richard Borowicz, Alison Sprague
In the New Year we started with a clean slate for those who are in need of prayers.  Please call or email Susan Clancy to put someone on or update the Prayer List.  The Intercession Book will be on the table in the Church office as well.
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The offering envelopes for 2008 may be picked up in the office. 










If you want them and did not have them last year,
















please let Libby
Gerlach know and she will get them for you.

Grace Discussion Group



January 27th

The Wardens, Treasurer, and Rector will present a summary of issues










to be discussed at the Annual Meeting later in the day.




February 3rd

Grace Discussion Group will not meet due to the Bishop’s Visit.     


Bishop Shaw will be visiting Grace Church on Sunday, February 3.  Everyone is invited to stay for lunch which will be served in the Large Hall.  Contributions of salads or desserts are welcome.  There will be a sign up sheet in the office so we know who will be coming and what you will be bringing.  Any questions please call Sallie Dunning, Carol McNally or Leezie Magruder.  We hope to see everyone there.

GRACE GREEN TIPS

Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 19: Avoid (or recyle) styrofoam. Styrofoam, otherwise known as Expanded Polystyrene Foam (EPS) comes in many forms, such as packing peanuts, hot cups, food trays, and insulation. It takes hundreds of years to biodegrade and yet is not accepted by most municipal recycling centers, including those in Newton, Boston, or Watertown.

However, many UPS Stores (including the one in Newton Center) and Mail Box Etc. shops (including in Needham) accept packing peanuts and bubble wrap for re-use. You can also call the Peanut Hotline, operated by the Plastic Loose Fill Council, at 800-828-2214 for other nearby locations. 

The best option is to avoid purchasing Styrofoam at all. For instance, purchase your meat from the deli section of the market instead of pre-packaged meats that come with Styrofoam ‘trays’. Choose packing fillers, such as popcorn, loose newspaper, other than Styrofoam peanuts. Use hot paper cups rather than Styrofoam ones, or better yet, use your own re-useable cups. Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts and most other coffee shops will gladly fill up your travel mug, and some shops will even give you a discount.  

For local  events sponsored by the Green Decade Coaltion/ Newton http://www.greendecade.org/events.html

Poetry Reading:  January 29th 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the Choir Hall at Grace Church

Susan Deborah King will read poems from her recent publication, “One-Breasted Woman.” She is a nationally known poet who is also a breast cancer survivor. She will read from her book and then begin a discussion.  All are invited. Bring friends. You may purchase a copy of the collection at the reading. 
A free will offering will be taken.

  Here is a poem from “One-Breasted Woman:” 
AS DEATH APPROACHES

I can't believe I'm laughing!

I'd have sworn I’d be 

shaking or sniveling.

And I sure didn’t expect

a limousine.

I’ve never been in a limousine.

No biggy.

I’ve had better than fame.

Who needs the pressure?

As for fortune, I’m filthy.

That’s why I’m laughing.

I’ve had so much love:

the giving, the getting.

It’s shameful.

It’s embarrassing.

And it’s too late.

No one can take it away!

And I’ve had the pain

to help me appreciate it.

Thank God for the pain!

Easy for me to say

now that I'm going!

But no, seriously,

the kicks in the teeth,

the gut, the rugs

pulled out, slammed doors,

setbacks, snubs.

Without them, I’d

never have recognized

Love, bedraggled,

plain eyes shining,

happy to see me.

Do I want more?

Of course I want more!

I always want more

of everything: money, hugs,

lovemaking, art, butter, 

woods, flowers, the sea,

M&Ms, chips, tops, bottoms,

trips –  I did give up drinking –

time, sure, and yes,

I’d like to see

my grandchildren,

if there are any.

I’d like to see my books

but more has never 

been good for me anyway.

Enough -- that's what I’ve

always needed to learn,

and is there a better way?

So this laughter

I had to work up to 

through so many tears,

it just keeps coming

like a fountain, a spray.

Let it light on you

refreshment, benediction,

as I’m driven away.

A History Minute

(#17 in a series)


In 1939-45, Grace supported Bundles for Britain, the English Speaking Union, and British Relief. During the War, the Battle of Stalingrad won by Soviets; Italy defeated, Mussolini executed; Warsaw Ghetto uprising against Nazis; “Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition”, "Comin’ In on a Wing and a Prayer”, “As Time Goes By”, “Stage Door Canteen”, “You’d Be So Nice to Come Home To”, “Pistol Packin’ Mama”, “Oklahoma!”, “Outlaw” with Jane Russell. Although the War ended in 1945, there was much work to be done: Grace Church made a substantial contribution to the re-building of the bombed-out St. Martin's-in-the-Fields in London. Two years later, “A Market Place in Merrie England” was the theme of the Grace Fair, with animal rides, a fortune teller, chamber of horrors, and puppet show with all profits sent to All Saints, West Ham, London, a needy church identified for Grace by the Archbishop of Canterbury...Grace received a scrapbook from the Vestry of All Saints. Here at home, Grace contributed to the re-building of Auburndale's Church of the Messiah which had burned in 1944, and Grace added the vestibule double-doors to keep cold air out of the rear of the sanctuary.

Of 105 Grace Church men and women serving in World War II, two were killed; three Vestrymen who were absent due to service in the War were not replaced on the Vestry (in the 1960’s, Charles Olton proposed that Vestry membership be rotated...although this innovation originally had been proposed thirty years prior, Charlie's idea still was considered “radical” in a parish where the Vestrymen ushers still wore formal morning dress on important Sundays).

  
From the departure of Rector Robert Smith, only four months elapsed until the arrival of Rector #10, Rev. Robert William Woodroofe, Jr. on Thanksgiving, 1945, direct from more than three years as an Army Chaplain in North Africa and Europe.  Rev. Woodroofe, the son of an Episcopal priest, was born in Philadelphia, graduated from the University of Michigan and ETS in Cambridge (later EDS), and had served as Curate at Christ Church in Cranbrook, Michigan and as Assistant Minister of the well-known St. Bartholomew's Church in Manhattan. Thus, the tall 35 year-old Rev. Woodroofe, his wife Lindsay, and their four children (Benson, Robin, Robert III, and Katherine) moved into Grace Church's stone Rectory beginning a rectorate that would last for fourteen years. Fast forward to the present: in 2006, Rev. Woodroofe died in Concord, MA at the age of 96; in 2007, son Rev. Robert Woodroofe, III retired as Rector of St. Gabriel's in Marion, MA. Also in 1945, United Nations founded; atomic bomb dropped; dimout for U.S. to save fuel; “June is Bustin’ Out All Over” and “Have I Told You Lately That I Love You”. Post-war changes were coming in Newton and in Grace Church; learn about these in the next History Minute.

  
Historical coincidence: shortly after the German surrender in 1945, Army Captain Bradford Wright discovered that the Hospital Unit of Chaplain Woodroofe, an acquaintance from St. Bartholomew's in NYC (where Brad had sung in the St. Bart's Boy Choir), was located nearby. Brad comandeered a jeep and briefly visited Rev. Woodroofe. At this point in their lives, neither Bob Woodroofe nor Brad had ever heard of Grace, Newton! Brad has loaned a photo of their unplanned meeting in Germany. 

Don Kennedy,

Parish Historian
Y O U T H  &  S U N D A Y   S C H O O L

Thanks to all who worked for 
our Youth and Sunday School Classes on January 20!

Child Care worker Kathy Gould, Arts & Crafts leader Molly Wong, 
Godly Play teacher Margaret Crook,  Firelight 1 Teacher Deb Perugi 
and doorkeeper Chris Samuels, Firelight 2 teacher Julia Talcott, 
Rite-13 teacher Andrea Lyman assisted by Elaine Whiteside, 
J2A teacher Ed Pease, traffic cop Don Kennedy.

Class meeting times and places, January 27th, 
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.

10:00 AM



Arts & Crafts        Pre-K and up        
Chapel


        


Junior Choir         Rehearsal             
Choir Room





Rite 13                Grades 6-8
         
Conference Room





J2A
                 Grades 9 and up
  
Miriam’s Office



10:45 AM 



Godly Play

      Pre-K and K
         
Godly Play Rooms











Children’s Chapel  Grades 1-5

     
Chapel



11:00 AM



Firelight 1



Grades 1-3 



Chapel











Firelight 2

       Grades 4,5



Conference Room

Godly Play and Firelight Classes (Pre-K--Gr. 5)
enter the church service approx 11:45 a.m., at the Greeting of Peace

Rite-13 and J2A Members attend the 11 A.M. Service.

For Safety, children leaving church during the service
should always be accompanied by an adult.

This is the day of the Parish Annual Meeting.
Child Care in the Small Hall will be provided after lunch.

Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed!
If you can serve as helper or teacher for at least one Sunday this year, please get in touch with Ed Pease.  Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14, or Ed at home 508-668-5055, or email to clarkpease2@cs.com.



January 28, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5). This is the day of the Parish Annual meeting.  Child Care will be provided during the Annual Meeting.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5). This is the day when Bishop Shaw visits Grace Church.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Week.  No Classes Scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.


January 27, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  This is the Sunday of the Parish Annual Meeting.  For middle school age students there will be an activity provided while their parents attend the annual meeting.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.
The Charles River Deanery Middle School Students will meet together
at Church of the Good Shepherd, Waban from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
There will be food, fun, prayer, and learning.
February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Weekend.  No classes are scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.



January 27, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

This is the day of the Parish Annual Meeting.  Members of the class who are 16 and over are invited to attend the Annual Meeting.  For members of the class not attending the annual meeting, there will be an activity provided.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.  This visit is for the Bishop and the Congregation to get to know each other better, and to discuss our mutual goals in ministry.  It will not include Confirmation.  Confirmation will be administered by Bishop Shaw at Grace Church on Saturday, June 21, 2008, at 10:30 A.M. This Service is open to all congregations in our Deanery.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Holiday Week begins.  No class scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

What’s a Bishop Do?

(Installment #3 in “Some, but not everything, you need to know about Bishops”)

Note:  Remember--


1). 
that a Bishop is a Lay Person who is also ordained as a bishop, having been ordained as a 



Priest, and having been ordained first as a Deacon.


2.) 
As chief pastor, a Bishop serves as a living symbol of unity.

In order to do their work, bishops use their hands:  


Here’s some information from the Book of Common Prayer:

The Title Page of the Book of Common Prayer (the one we use here in the United States) says that it is “According to the use of the Episcopal Church”

“Episcopal” means bishop-y, having bishops, full of bishops.  This distinguishes us from the Presbyterian Church, for example, in which there aren’t any bishops, but lots of Presbyters (Presbyters are Elders; in our parlance they are Priests.)  Well, the Episcopal Church is full of Presbyters/Priests, too.  And the Episcopalian ordination certificates all say that they are “Presbyters”, and the word “Presbyter” is used interchangeably with “Priest” in the Book of Common Prayer.  

For example, in the Rite for the Ordination of a Priest, one rubric says “Standing at the Lord’s Table, with the Bishop and other presbyters (remember, the Bishop is a presbyter, too), the newly ordained Priest joins in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist and in the Breaking of the Bread” (BCP, p.535).
What’s a Bishop Do (cont.)
But this was about Bishops, OK, so back we go to that word “Episcopal”, having bishops. 

There is a way in which bishops trump priests.  They do something that only bishops do.  Even though bishops are not mentioned in the Book of Common Prayer (our USA edition) until page 284 of 1000 (except dead ones listed by name in the Calendar, pp. 19-33), you can see that the bishop is a central figure in the big-time liturgies.  It says on p. 284 in the order for the Easter Vigil, “The bishop, when present, is the chief celebrant.”  This is repeated in the “Concerning the Service” notes on Holy Baptism, p. 298: “the Bishop, when present, is the celebrant”.  Also in the “Concerning the Celebration” notes on p. 322, “It is the bishop’s prerogative, when present, to be the principal celebrant at the Lord’s Table, and the preach the Gospel.” 

What makes priests so handy is that bishops can’t be everywhere at once, and yet these Services are taking place in thousands of places simultaneously.  It is the priests who stand in for the bishops at these places on these occasions.  They have limited permission to do a lot of what the bishop would do if the bishop were only there—enough to make these Services workable.  However, there are things that a Priest does not have permission to do:
1.) In Confirmation, see p. 309, “The bishop lays hands upon each [person being confirmed]”  This is also true of “Reception”, p. 310 in which the person on whom the hands are being imposed has already been confirmed in some part of the Church, (for example, the Roman Catholic Church, or the United Church of Christ).  This is also true of “Reaffirmation” in which a person who has already been confirmed in the Episcopal Church, or received into it, would like to Reaffirm their commitment to the Church.  In all three cases the bishop, and only a bishop, lays hands on that person and prays.

2.) In Ordinations:  Of a Bishop, p. 521, “The Presiding Bishop and other Bishops now lay their hands upon the head of the bishop-elect” and say a prayer.  Of a Priest, p. 533, “Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the ordinand, the Priests who are present also laying on their hands.  At the same time the Bishop prays.” Of a Deacon, p. 545, “Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the ordinand, and prays.”

So, to sum up, when you see a bishop in church, you see the bishop laying hands on the head of someone and praying.  And this someone could be a lay person, a bishop, a priest, or a deacon.  That’s what bishops do.

Don’t miss installment #4 when it is explained why bishops do this!

Ed Pease, Assistant for Christian Education, 508-668-5055, clarkpease2@cs.com   


                                                             


Upcoming Events

Jan. 16, 19, 23 & 30: Evening Interlude Concert series, Church of St. John the Evangelist, Boston, 5:30 p.m. (The Jan. 19 concert begins at 7 p.m.)
Jan. 19: Recycling Fundraiser, Church of the Holy Nativity, South Weymouth, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Jan. 23: Radical Welcome Circle, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 6:30-8 p.m.

Jan. 27: Bluegrass Mass, St. Anne's Church, Lowell, 10 a.m.

Jan. 27: Centennial kickoff and quilt unveiling, St. Bartholomew's Church, Cambridge, 10:30 a.m.

Jan. 27: MagnificatBoston sings Evensong, Convent of the Society of St. Margaret, Boston, 4 p.m.

Jan. 29: Join Bishop Bud Cederholm and environmental advocates from diverse faith communities at Interfaith Pledge for Climate Action: A Day of Prayer and Advocacy, State House, Boston, 10 a.m.

Jan. 29-31: Clergy Pre-Lenten Retreat, Notre Dame Mission Centre, Ipswich
Feb. 2: Ministry Discernment Conference, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Persons considering ordained ministry are required to attend, along with their sponsoring priest and at least one member of their parish discernment committee.  Online registration is necessary for each person attending and can be done through Jan. 25 here.
Feb. 2: "Tools for Strengthening Marriage and Partnership" workshop, St. Anne's-in-the-Fields Church, Lincoln, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Feb. 2: "Way of Transition:  Seeing Change as a Spiritual Process" workshop, St. Peter's Church, Weston, 9-11:30 a.m.
Feb. 8-10: Senior High Youth Retreat, Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center, Greenfield, N.H.
Feb. 9: Small Church Summit, St. Mark's Church, Burlington, 9 a.m.
Feb. 13: Absalom Jones Lecture:  "An Icon of Inclusivity" by The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis, Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, 7 p.m.
March 7-9: "Toward Resurrection," Province I Conference on Stewardship, Evangelism and Congregational Development, Doubletree Hotel, Westborough. 
For more information on these events please visit http://www.diomass.org/news_events/calendar/diocesan

CMM ACTION ALERTS AND CALENDER OF EVENTS, 2008
COOPERATIVE METROPOLITAN MINISTRIES (CMM)

Effective interfaith social action since 1966:
Building transformative partnerships for a just, peaceful society

January 27, 7:00 p.m.   "The Homeless Child in School" Public Forum 


at Trinitarian Congregational Church, Concord. 

January 29, 10:00 a.m.  "Interfaith Pledge for Climate Action: 


A Day of Prayer and Advocacy," 


at Nurses Hall, Mass State House
Join us, volunteer to help, bring a group, make a donation!  For more information, visit our website at www.coopmet.org, or email Alexander Levering Kern, Executive Director, at akern@coopmet.org or call him at 617-455-5323. 
�








Evening Prayer  





Evening Prayer will take place in the Chapel, 6:30 – 7:00 PM.


All are welcome to attend and participate.





Come for the quiet, the candle light, a time to pray and meditate -- and a time to thank God for blessings of the day.
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