[image: image1.png]Gn Onr %

c%SDmy

//

\\Q\



[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]



[image: image4.wmf]GRACE CHURCH BULLETIN

January 29, 2008 
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
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Dear Members of the Parish,


One of the wonderful things about the Episcopal Church is that during every sacramental rite, the congregation is asked, "Will you do everything in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?"  At a wedding, the priest asks, "...to support these persons in their marriage?"
  
We always answer a hearty, "We will."  But I have always thought that the institutional Church does very little to support people in their marriage.  Often, the priest is the last person a couple turns to when their marriage is in trouble.

The priests in our Deanery have been discussing this topic for the last several months and we decided it would be helpful if we did something proactive to support couples in their relationships.
 
On Saturday, February 16th, from 9-3:30, Grace will host a Deanery event entitled, "Tools for Strengthening Marriages and Partnerships."  Consider it a Valentine's gift to each other!  Child care will be provided and this event is being underwritten by a grant from the Diocese.  Please see the flyer for this event on p. 4  of the Bulletin for further details.

Dr. Charles Foster, who is a member of Good Shepherd in Waban is the facilitator of the workshop and I can tell you from personal experience that Charles is one of the best presenters I have ever encountered.  He's funny, humble, and has decades of experience working with couples and training therapists to do marriage counseling.

Whether you are newly married or have been married for quite some time, this workshop will give you tools for communication and some wonderful incites to infuse new energy into your relationship. 

You all work so hard and give so much to others.  Don't you deserve to take some time out of your busy lives and give your relationship a tune-up?
  
Please call or email me if you have any questions.

Blessings and Peace,
Miriam
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The Camp


The brochures for the Barbara C. Harris Summer Camp have arrived and are on the shelf in the vestibule of the Parish House.  I would like to highlight Choir Camp, which will be held August 3-9.  Children who are rising 4-12 graders are invited to a week of singing, playing drums, and all the wonderful camp activities.  We sing music from all around the world as well as traditional Church music.  The campers offer Evensong on Thursday night at the Episcopal Church in Peterborough, and a their final sung Morning Prayer on the last day of Camp.  Please speak to Miriam for details.  Scholarships are available.
[image: image7.wmf]
Thanks to our cooks and helpers for the Annual Meeting lunch!



Derek Wong





Will Attisano



Kayla Spangenberg


Madeleine Aquilina



Mwambanga Mkaya


Mwamburi Mkaya

Ben Galgano





Nicholas Reed













Jennifer Reed


Lisa Garcia
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Bishop Shaw will be visiting Grace Church on Sunday, February 3.  Everyone is invited to stay for lunch which will be served in the Large Hall.  Contributions of salads or desserts are welcome.  There will be a sign up sheet in the office so we know who will be coming and what you will be bringing.  Any questions please call Sallie Dunning, Carol McNally or Leezie Magruder.  We hope to see everyone there.


Those In Service, February 3rd     




Altar Guild:




Jean Kennedy, Anne Simunovic                 



Acolytes:





Madeleine Reed, Nicholas Reed












Derek Wong, Charles Attisano   



Greeters:





Jay Burke and Jean Papalia 



Lectors:






Carolyn Wong, David Barbrow      



Lay Reader:




Debra Katt-Lloyd 



Chalice Bearers:


Yvonne Gomez-Carrion, George Whitehead



Counters:





Margaret Umbsen, Diane Droste    



Hospitality:




Kennedy, Robinson      




Nursery:





Kathy Gould

Bishop's Offering
The loose offering from the February 3rd service will be designated for the 
Bishop's Discretionary Fund for Theological Education.  
Make checks payable to Grace Church and put "Bishop's Discretionary Fund" on the memo.

 We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, Sean Hoyt, Darnell Lyman, Calvin Johnson, Brad Leitch, and David DiCicco.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing:
 Cindy Grogan, Merle Orren, Matt Shea, Judy Borowicz, Barbara Stock, Carolyn Collins, Cathryn Ross, Caleb Downs, Bruce MacDonald, George Lloyd, Tim Clancy, Matteo Singer-Torres, Carol Garcia,  Pam Jones, Richard Borowicz, Alison Sprague, Sally McAlpine, Katie MacDonald
In the New Year we started with a clean slate for those who are in need of prayers.  Please call or email Susan Clancy to put someone on or update the Prayer List.  The Intercession Book will be on the table in the Church office as well.


Grace Discussion Group



February 3rd

Grace Discussion Group will not meet due to the Bishop’s Visit.


Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Yes, friends, right after the Bishop's Visitation, we have Shrove Tuesday and that means pancakes!  We need some help.  This is a child friendly event, and all paper products are used so the clean up is fast, and should be all over by 7:30 at the latest.

      Let me know soon if you can help with this.  It is a fun time and I hope you can join us.

We need: 


- 5 People who will set up tables 


- 5 Cooks starting @ 5 PM


-Servers











-And last but not least, people to clean up

Sign-up sheet will be in the Church Office.

Ann Fletcher, Warden
GRACE GREEN TIPS

Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 20: Know where the presidential candidates stand on cleaner cars. Massachusetts is one of 12 states that has adopted the Clean Cars Program, first enacted in California, which sets standards for cutting global warming pollution for cars, light trucks and SUVs, and also reduces gasoline consumption. In December 2007, however, the Environmental Protection Agency ruled that states do not have the right to set their own carbon dioxide emissions standards. The EPA decision was predictably praised by automakers. 

If adopted, the vehicle emission standards blocked by the EPA would have cut global warming pollution by 100 million tons per year by the year 2020 in the 18 states that adopted them or were seeking to do so. California officials have filed suit with the federal court to overturn the EPA decision and Senator Boxer has filed a bill that would enable states to establish higher auto emission standards. Both Senators Obama and Clinton are co-sponsors. 

According to Environment America Energy Program Director Bob Sargent, “EPA has turned a blind eye to the law, science and the critical role that the states are playing in tackling global warming. The decision to block California’s vehicle emission standards is nothing less than an early Christmas gift for the automobile industry and their friends in the White House”.  

Where do the major presidential candidates stand on this issue? Of the leading Democrats, Edwards, Obama and Clinton have come out against the recent EPA ruling. While none of the Republican candidates has made a statement about the EPA decision, Romney and Giuliani have consistently opposed stricter fuel economy standards, while McCain and Huckabee have supported them. 

For local  events sponsored by the Green Decade Coalition/ Newton http://www.greendecade.org/events.html

'





The offering envelopes for 2008 may be picked up in the office. 










If you want them and did not have them last year,
















please let Libby
Gerlach know and she will get them for you.
A Valentine Spiritual Workshop: 
"Tools for Strengthening Marriage and Partnerships"
Sponsored by the Charles River Deanery

Saturday, February16th

9:00 AM – 3:30 PM  

Grace Episcopal Church

76 Eldredge Street, Newton, MA  02458


Are you a working couple parenting children?
Are you a couple new to the empty nest?
Are you a couple in any stage of life wanting
to make your relationship deeper and more satisfying?
Then come to this workshop at Grace Church. Registration will begin at 8.30am; the program will begin at 9:00am and continue until 3.30pm, lunch and childcare included.

Bring yourselves, your questions, and a sense of humor and adventure. 
This will be a day that is both fun and deeply meaningful. Every couple has 
difficulties; this workshop will give you tools for resolving them. Our facilitator is Dr. Charles Foster, an internationally recognized therapist for individuals, couples, and families. He is co-founder and research director of The Chestnut Hill Institute, has lectured at the Harvard Medical School, and has made numerous TV appearances. An active Episcopalian at Church of the Good Shepherd in Waban, Dr. Foster has made presentations integrating psychology with the life of faith, and run workshops for clergy on strengthening marriage and partnerships.

Cost of the workshop is $18 per person or $35 per couple,
lunch and child care included.
Register by February 11 to Miriam Gelfer
617-244-3221 or gelfer@gracenewton.org


A History Minute

(#18in a series)

World War II ended, yet the comfortable "good old days" did not return. Just three months after the war's end, Rector #10 Rev. Robert Woodward began his fourteen years at Grace Church on Thanksgiving Sunday in 1945. Within a few years, Rev. Woodroofe wrote: "...we are all conscious of the possibility of war with Russia, the threat of atomic weapons and the presence of Communist agents at work in our country...changes in our parish membership list indicate the frequency with which people are moving in and out of Newton...brief residence in the parish and lack of community roots hinder the continuity and effectiveness of the church program". A Vestryman of those times, Theodore Jewell, Jr., was nicknamed "Skinny"; we were curious whether folks in those formal days would have used the nickname to his face? Thus we asked Connie Conn, who grew up in the parish with the Woodroofe children, to recall Grace Church at that time. Here is Connie's reply:


"Hard to believe that the events in my early lifetime are now "history"!  My feeling is that Bob Woodroofe was the right man for the time at Grace, but what a different society it was -- and probably a quite different concept of what ministry and parish were all about....Grace was very committed (it seemed to me) to being "low" church, back when those labels meant something. The parish was pretty militant about not doing things that "high" Episcopal churches, like Advent in Boston, or even Good Shepherd in Waban, might do -- like using incense, priests wearing eucharistic vestments, even calling priests "priest."  I think that "minister" or "rector" was the preferred nomenclature.  Certainly not "Father."  There was, of course, "Holy Communion" (not referred to as "Eucharist") only once a month, with Morning Prayer the norm on most Sundays. My sense is that the parish at that time really wanted to identify itself with "Protestant" affiliations, not with "Roman Catholic" ones.

 

"My memories of the '40s and '50s (from a child's perspective) were that the social structure at Grace was pretty stratified.  There were the "parish leaders" who were in large part the Farlow Hill blue bloods, and I think they socialized together, but not necessarily with the whole parish -- although they were the ones likely to be on the Vestry. But there was certainly a large of number of parish families who were ordinary, working class folk, and some who certainly seemed to be economically struggling. I'm thinking of kids in my Sunday School classes, who represented a pretty broad range of circumstances, as I recall. One thing that was true: children were to seen and not heard (as my father would say, frequently) - unless they were choir boys. Children had their own chapel services and Sunday School on Sunday morning, and were not really welcomed into the "main" church until after they had been confirmed at age 12 or 13. Certainly they couldn't take Communion until they were confirmed. Girls wore hats and gloves, at all ages. No female of any age would go into church without a hat on. And certainly sneakers, jeans, or even pants on females were never done. "Big kids" -- only boys -- were acolytes, and I don't think there were missal bearers, or torches.  Probably only a crucifer and perhaps flags.

 

"The [Rector Woodroofe] quote about "the lack of community roots hinder the continuity and effectiveness of the church program" was interesting -- some things perhaps are always thus!  I remember the church as being very vibrant; lots of people coming and going, a large Sunday school (overflow classes held in the bowling alley at the Hunnewell Club, now the Pomeroy House, across the street from the Small Hall). There seemed to be lots of parish-wide social events -- square dances, plays put on by the Couples Club, fairs (at least that famous one mentioned in the "History Minute"), men and boys choir, occasional concerts, holiday parties, boy scout troop (thanks to George Larsen, Sally McAlpine's father), etc. The kitchen looked the same then as it does now, and produced church dinners on occasion.   

History Minute (cont)

"The big changes in churchmanship and social consciousness came in the '60s under Tom Lehman when many of the uppercrust of Grace's society left to go to Redeemer to escape the changes. From my perspective, things were pretty stable under Bob Woodroofe in the '50s, with the good post-war feeling prevailing in the parish. It was stratified and rigid, I think, but one didn't much question that then -- it's just the way life was.  Children always called people by their titles of Mr. or Mrs.  I cannot imagine calling my formidable Sunday School teacher, Mrs. Elliott B. Church, anything but Mrs. Church.  The story around was that Mrs. Church kept her hat on when she went to bed!   Connie"

 

Yet this is the era which television remembers as "Happy Days"...and Elvis was about to arrive! Learn of more changes at Grace Church in the next "History Minute".

Don Kennedy, 

Parish Historian

Y O U T H  &  S U N D A Y   S C H O O L

Thanks to all who worked in our Youth and Sunday School Classes on January 27!

Child Care workers Kristen Borowicz and Maxx Lyman, 
Arts & Crafts leader Maxx Lyman, Godly Play teacher Jennifer Mendelsohn, 
Firelight 1 Teacher Deb Perugi and doorkeeper Chris Samuels, 
Firelight 2 teacher David Borowicz and doorkeeper Maxx Lyman, 
Rite-13 teacher Andrea Lyman assisted by Elaine Whiteside, traffic cop Don Kennedy.

Class meeting times and places, February 3, 
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.



10:00 AM



Arts & Crafts       

Pre-K and up       
Chapel


        






Junior Choir        

Rehearsal            
Choir Room











Rite 13               

Grades 6-8



Conference Room











J2A
                 


Grades 9 and up

Miriam’s Office



10:45 AM 



Godly Play




Pre-K and K


Godly Play Rooms











Children’s Chapel 

Grades 1-5



Chapel



11:00 AM



Firelight 1




Grades 1-3 



Chapel











Firelight 2




Grades 4,5



Conference Room

Godly Play and Firelight Classes (Pre-K--Gr. 5)
enter the church service approx 11:45 a.m., at the Greeting of Peace

Rite-13 and J2A Members attend the 11 A.M. Service.

For Safety, children leaving church during the service
 should always be accompanied by an adult.

This is the day of the Bishop’s Visit.  
Child Care in the Small Hall will be provided after lunch.

Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed! 
If you can serve as helper or teacher for at least one Sunday this year, please get in touch with Ed Pease.  Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14, or Ed at home 508-668-5055, or email to clarkpease2@cs.com.



February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5). 
This is the day when Bishop Shaw visits Grace Church.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Week.  No Classes Scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent:
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).


February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  
This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  



The Charles River Deanery Middle School Students will meet together at 


Church of the Good Shepherd, Waban from 4:30-6:30 p.m.  


There will be food, fun, prayer, and learning.

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Beginning of Holiday Weekend.  No classes are scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  


February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.  
This visit is for the Bishop and the Congregation to get to know each other better, and to discuss our mutual goals in ministry.  It will not include Confirmation.  Confirmation will be administered by Bishop Shaw at Grace Church on Saturday, June 21, 2008, at 10:30 A.M. This Service is open to all congregations in our Deanery.

February 10, 2008, The First Sunday in Lent:  
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

February 17, 2008, The Second Sunday in Lent:  
Holiday Week begins.  No class scheduled.  Classes resume February 24.

February 24, 2008, The Third Sunday in Lent: 
Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp

What’s a Bishop Do?

(Installment #4 in “Some, but not everything, you need to know about Bishops”)

Note:  Remember--

1). 
a Bishop is a Lay Person who is also ordained as a bishop, having been ordained as a 



Priest, and having been ordained first as a Deacon.

2.) 
As chief pastor, a Bishop serves as a living symbol of unity.

3.)  In their liturgical work, bishops commonly lay their hands upon someone and pray.

In order to do their work, bishops use their hands (continued):

Just to be thorough, it should be said that the bishop not only lays hands upon persons and prays, but also upon the elements of water for Baptism, as well as Chrism the oil used to anoint the newly baptized, and bread and wine for The Eucharist, and the furnishings and ornaments of a new church building when it is consecrated for use, and upon the sick and the dying along with the oil used to anoint them.

What is the significance of the laying-on-of-hands with prayer?

1.) In the Christian Scriptures, God’s blessing is conferred by the laying on of hands and prayer.  For example, in Matthew 19:13 it says, “Then little children were being brought to Jesus in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray.”

2.) The practice of the laying-on-of-hands with prayer was continued by the apostles, (“apostles”, the twelve disciples first called by Jesus—one of whom, Judas, was replaced by Matthias, and in addition to those, the Apostle Paul).

What does a Bishop do? part 4 (cont.)
3.) The successors to the apostles also have continued this practice.

4.) Bishops in the Episcopal Church and the other Anglican Churches (and in other branches of the Church such as The Roman Catholic Church, and The Orthodox Churches) have all been ordained by the laying-on-of-hands with prayer, and they love to trace their ordinations back through the years to the Apostles.  

5.) The ordinations of Episcopal Bishops can be traced back through history to the Apostles.  This may be more of a value than an exact truth, because completely accurate records may not exist.  However, this succession, this continuity is valued.  You can go online to such search engines as Google, and type in “Apostolic Succession Episcopal Church” and get charts of this succession leading backwards to the Apostle Peter.

6.) The value of this continuity of practice is in part a validation of the authenticity of the Episcopal Church as, in the words of the Book of Common Prayer’s rite for Holy Baptism, continuing in the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in an unbroken line of practice.  All people of the Episcopal Church (and sacramental elements, oils, church buildings and ornaments) have had hands laid on them with prayer, either by bishops themselves, or by those deputized by bishops to confer blessings, people such as priests (who have been ordained by bishops with the laying-on-of-hands and prayer).  In addition, all baptized members of the church do such things as visit the sick, and in so doing lay our hands upon them and pray.  The connection to God through Jesus Christ whose practice this is, is repeated on a daily basis throughout the world.  

7.) The downside of this value is to insist on it so literally that those who call themselves Christians, but who do not have this actual (more or less) succession, can be de-valued.  Much has been done in recent years to promote the healthy ecumenical practice of recognizing on an equal basis the ministries of denominations in which the maintenance of Apostolic Succession has not been a practice, and that’s a very good thing, indeed! 

8.) The bishop, by virtue of this value and practice of Apostolic Succession, embodies the memory of the church.

So, to sum up, a bishop is a lay person who has been ordained to serve as a bishop, a chief pastor, symbol of unity, the memory of the church, continuing through the ministry of the laying-on-of-hands with prayer the conferring of God’s blessing in the manner of Jesus Christ, and forming and keeping together the apostles’ teaching and fellowship. There’s more, much more, but we’ll give it a rest at this point. 

Ed Pease, Assistant for Christian Education, 508-668-5055, clarkpease2@cs.com   


                                                             


Upcoming Events



Feb. 2: "Tools for Strengthening Marriage and Partnership" workshop, St. Anne's-in-the-Fields Church, Lincoln, 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Feb. 2: "Way of Transition:  Seeing Change as a Spiritual Process" workshop, St. Peter's Church, Weston, 9-11:30 a.m.
Feb. 8-10: Senior High Youth Retreat, Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center, Greenfield, N.H.
Feb. 9: Small Church Summit, St. Mark's Church, Burlington, 9 a.m.
Feb. 13: Absalom Jones Lecture:  "An Icon of Inclusivity" by The Rev. Dr. Harold Lewis, Episcopal Divinity School, Cambridge, 7 p.m.
March 7-9: "Toward Resurrection," Province I Conference on Stewardship, Evangelism and Congregational Development, Doubletree Hotel, Westborough. 
For more information on these events please visit http://www.diomass.org/news_events/calendar/diocesan

COOPERATIVE METROPOLITAN MINISTRIES (CMM):

Effective interfaith social action since 1966
Building transformative partnerships for a just, peaceful society
February 26, 9:00 a.m. 
Legislative Action Day - MA Coalition for the Homeless, Great Hall, State House, Boston, MA 

March 5, 7:00 p.m. 
"Constantine's Sword" documentary film screening & conversation with author James Carroll, Morse Auditorium, Boston University, Boston, MA 

April 6, 9:00 a.m. 
Day of Interfaith Youth Service, Interfaith Youth Initiative (I-FYI), Boston, MA 
Join us for the following events, volunteer to help, bring a group, make a donation!  For more information, visit our website at www.coopmet.org, or email Alexander Levering Kern, Executive Director, at akern@coopmet.org or call him at 617-455-5323
�








Evening Prayer  





Evening Prayer will take place in the Chapel, 6:30 – 7:00 PM.


All are welcome to attend and participate.





Come for the quiet, the candle light, a time to pray and meditate -- and a time to thank God for blessings of the day.
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