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GRACE CHURCH BULLETIN

January 8, 2008 
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
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Dear Members of the Parish,

Happy New Year!  I want to thank everyone who helped to make our Advent and  Christmas so meaningful this year.  Many thanks to our hard-working Staff:  Susan Clancy, Doug Lloyd, Ed Pease and Linda Clark, and so many of you who gave countless volunteer hours to make it all happen.  We tried some different things this year and we'd love to hear your feedback and suggestions, especially about the lighting of the Advent Wreath before the service and the change in the Pageant presentation at the 4 PM service on Christmas Eve.
  
Special thanks to Andree Saulnier and Margaret Crook for heading up the efforts for our Pageant and all the parent help they received.  Thanks to Larry Bauer for providing and putting up the wreaths in the Church as he does every year, along with the colossal poinsettia in the Church Office! Thanks to Debra Katt and Doug Lloyd for purchasing and placing the poinsettias in the Church; for the Pastoral Care Angels who delivered some of the poinsettias after Christmas; thanks to Mary Swezy, Chris Samuels, Edith Fenton, Bill and Marion Bruins, John and Peggy Heywood and all the others who helped make our Christmas Dinner so lovely; thanks to Linda Clark and the Choir who provided such glorious music over the last month.


To all of you who did so many small and large things behind the scenes, we thank you!  Our common life is enriched by your presence and willingness to offer the gifts you have to make our worship and fellowship so memorable.

May God's richest blessings be with you and all those whom you love in the coming year.

Faithfully,
Miriam
Annual Meeting

One of the most important times in the life of our parish is the Annual Meeting.  The meeting will take place on Sunday, January 27th, after the 11 AM Eucharist. The Youth will prepare gourmet grilled cheese sandwiches and tomato bisque for our lunch.

This is a time to review and vote on the budget for 2008, thank those who have served on the Vestry, vote on a new slate of officers and Vestry, and honor special parishioners for their contributions to the life of the parish.  All the ministry areas of the parish write reports that are included in the Annual Meeting Handbook.

This year we will be looking at the proposed changes for our By-Laws and voting on them.  I urge all of you to attend this important meeting.  Child care and activities for children will be provided during the meeting.

Bishop's Visitation


Bishop Tom Shaw will be with us on February 3rd.  There will be one service at 11 AM.  Bishop Shaw will celebrate and preach and we will have a luncheon in his honor directly after the service.  There will be special activities for children and child care available for our nursery-age children.  The Bishop will meet with the congregation over lunch, listening to your questions and letting you know what's going on in the rest of the Diocese.
After the luncheon conversation, the Bishop will meet with the Vestry. Our time with Bishop Shaw is precious!  Let's have a wonderful turn out for this joyous occasion.
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Those In Service, January 13th     


Altar Guild:




Linda Bicknell, Leezie Magruder


Acolytes:





Katie Wan, Mercer Gary,











Christine Chase, Lauren Chase


Greeters:





Vestry

Lectors:






Diane Droste, Bill Bradley

Lay Reader:




Debra Katt-Lloyd 


Chalice Bearers:


Bessie Lyman, Bill Bruins      


Counters:





Linda George, Scott Aquilina      

Hospitality:




Perugi/Saltus, Stock   


Nursery:





Kathy Gould

[image: image7.bmp] We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, Sean Hoyt, Darnell Lyman, Calvin Johnson, Brad Leitch, and David DiCicco.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing:
Cindy Grogan, Merle Orren, Matt Shea, Judy Borowicz, Barbara Stock, Carolyn Collins, Cathryn Ross, Grace Burke, Caleb Downs, Bruce MacDonald, George Lloyd, Tim Clancy, Matteo Singer-Torres
Our deepest sympathy and love go out to Linda Clark, whose lost her aunt,Nancy White, Diane Sakakini and her family for the loss of her father, Al; Debra Katt-Lloyd, for the loss of her aunt, Charlotte Colby.  "May their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace."

Tenny Lehman, the wife of former Rector Tom Lehman, died peacefully on Monday, January 7th.  the funeral will be Saturday, 1/19, at 10:30 am at Church of the Advent, 30 Brimmer St., Boston. Please keep her children and grandchildren in your prayers.
In the New Year we started with a clean slate for those who are in need of prayers.  Please call or email Susan Clancy to put someone on or update the Prayer List.  The Intercession Book will be on the table in the Church office as well.
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   The Worship Committee will meet after church on 
               Sunday, January 13th.






      

Come join us as we plan the liturgy for the Bishop's Visitation, Lent, and as 






  



we review the Advent and Christmastide just past. 












Interested worshippers "from the pews" are especially welcome!
       










We need your feedback on the Lighting of the Advent Wreath and 

   Worship Committee


the placement of the Pageant on Christmas Eve!  Please call or email Miriam
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The offering envelopes for 2008 may be picked up in the office this week. 






If you want them and did not have them last year,
















please let Libby
Gerlach know and she will get them for you.

TO THOSE WHO SERVED BEHIND THE SCENE

Many thanks to those who contributed their time and talent to Altar Guild service and flower arranging throughout the fall.  Our worship services were enriched from September through December by the care and creative efforts of several volunteers:  
Joan Devlin, Debra Katt-Lloyd, Carol McNally, Joanne Wojcik,
Carolyn Blanks, Carole Carter, Jenny Rosser, and Nancy Sharby.


Welcoming Coffee Hour

 

Many thanks to Linda Bicknell, Miriam, Ann Fletcher, Nancy Sharby, Ellen Sheehy, Jonathan Downs and Lisa Tieszen who helped with the coffee on Sunday, January 6th by bringing delicious coffee cakes and breads or by helping with the set-up and clean-up tasks.  Ed Pease, Kristen Borowicz, Kathy Gould, and Molly Wong who prepared activities for the children to do while the adults were socializing.  It was a great way to greet many new members of our parish as we begin the New Year. 
             Leezie Magruder

A new grant proposal to the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship described here: 


In the Anglican tradition, baptism is the sacrament of initiation to the ministry (priesthood) of all believers through which we are attached to the saving ministry of Christ and the church. We wish to demonstrate the various forms that such a ministry might take through a two-track educational and outreach project for adults and youth in Grace Episcopal Church, Newton Corner, MA.
Building on what we began in 2006-07, we wish to explore the religious and practical elements of a baptizing community. We will bring to the church a series of speakers who explicitly see their work in the “secular” world as a form of ministry. Joining those people will be members of our faith community who also exemplify the connection between faith and work. Not only will we ask people to speak about faith issues, but also about the practical opportunities and limitations they face in undertaking such experiments in social ethics. We cannot assume that the society at large is receptive to people who make links between their faith and their work. Faith is often deemed a private affair. A public institutionalization of a faithful life in the form of corporations, educational enterprises, architectural firms and such confronts values that are inimical to their stance. How do people build structures that accomplish their goals? How do they persist? Further, we will not limit our exploration to those paths that people choose. At times, we are thrust into situations that call forth something deep within us. These, too, may develop into ministries. When a son and brother developed ALS, an entire family in our midst set out on a ministry to people with the disease, creating a research foundation among other things.

The staff will keep you posted! 
Save the date:   January 29th 7:30 to 9:00 pm in the Choir Hall

Susan Deborah King will read poems from her recent publication, “One-Breasted Woman.” She is a nationally known poet who is also a breast cancer survivor. She will read from her book and then lead us in a discussion.  All are invited. Bring friends. A free will offering will be taken. More details on this significant event later.   

A History Minute

(#15 in a series)

After 31 years of Rev. George Shinn followed by 22 years of Rev. Laurens MacLure, the parish had grown used to stability. Yet after only 3 1/2 years at Grace, the energetic Rev. Richard Preston accepted an unexpected call to lead the re-building of fire-ravaged All Saints, Worcester...departing in the fall of 1933. Caught by surprise, the parish sought candidates. By May the Vestry chose Rev. Tage Teisen, the rector of St. Paul's Church in Troy, NY. Technically Rev. Teisen began as rector #8 on July 1, 1934, however the Vestry agreed to Rev. Teisen's request that he receive an annual paid summer vacation of twelve weeks...effective with the present summer. Thus Rev. Teisen's first week at Grace began on September 16, and Grace had had almost a full year of supply ministers. ("Tage" rhymes with "page"; "Teisen" is pronounced "Tyson"). Born in Denmark, Rev. Teisen grew up in a suburb of Philadelphia, graduated from the University of the City of New York and the Philadelphia Divinity School. Rev. MacLure, Grace's retired rector and a long-time friend of Teisen, described the new rector as "...a man of wide culture and scholarly tastes...too well balanced to be carried away by either foolish or sensational fads, or to go to extremes of churchmanship". Yet these were different times. Rev. Teisen proved to be a "high church" advocate who consistently dressed in a black cape and biretta, the stiff square cap with three or four ridges across the crown often worn by Roman Catholic clergy. Rev. Teisen faithfully conducted the services from mid-September, 1934 through June, 1935. After his return in mid-September, the rector missed only a few services until February, 1936 when he became ill, discussed a request for a year's leave of absence, then resigned...after about eighteen months of service at Grace Church. In his letter of resignation, Rector Teisen indicated that Grace Church needed a person with stronger health and energy. It is not likely that we will learn the nature of Rev. Teisen's illness, although we know that he was alive in 1960, and was awarded an honorary doctorate by Rollins College in Florida.
 
A notable event of Rev. Teisen's short tenure was the installation of the Brown Memorial Reredos, dedicated in December, 1935. In the center of the high altar is the beloved Good Shepherd stained glass window. During Rev. Teisen's initial months, he supported the Brown family's proposed donation of a new high altar and ornate black walnut carved reredos which since 1935 has covered most of the Good Shepherd window. Whether his support for the controversial project played a role in his illness we cannot know, yet Grace Church returned to the instability of supply clergy each week. Nonetheless, one of these subtitutes, "Mr. July" for three years in a row, was to emerge as Rector #9. Find out who in the next History Minute!
 
While Rev. Teisen was at Grace Church, church telephone was "Newton 3221", later "BIGelow 3221", now (617)244-3221; President Franklin D. Roosevelt wrestled with the Great Depression...and unemployment of 33%; Hitler became Fuehrer of Germany; John Dillinger shot by the FBI; Bonnie and Clyde robbed banks; "Anything Goes" and "I Only Have Eyes for You"; the Hammond pipeless organ; Donald Duck; debut of Ella Fitzgerald; Puerto Rico asked to become a state.  
Don Kennedy, Parish Historian

GRACE GREEN TIPS

Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 16: Buy Recyled Paper. When thinking about recyled paper, many people think primarily about copy paper and other paper that we write or print on. However, tissue paper as a major category of paper products. Americans, on average, use 50 lbs of tissue paper (which includes napkins, toilet paper, paper towels, and tissues) per year. It is especially important to buy recyled content tissues because, unlike newspaper and copy paper, it is not recyled again after its use. Most major brands of tissue paper are made of 100% virgin forest fiber. In purchasing tissue as well as other kinds of paper, pay attention to information on the wrapper about what percentage is “post consumer content” is recycled, and to choose products that are at least 30% post consumer content. Equally important is how the paper has been bleached. Those that use a PCF or the TCF process release less dioxins into the atmosphere than those that use the ECF process. Here is a comparison of selected major tissue brands:

	Paper Towels
	Percent Recyled
	Percent Post Consumer Recycled
	Bleaching Process

	354 (Whole Foods)
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Earth First
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Seventh Generation
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Bounty
	0%
	0%
	ECF

	Scott
	0%
	0%
	ECF

	Viva
	0%
	0%
	ECF


	Toilet Paper
	Percent Recyled
	Percent Post Consumer Recycled
	Bleaching Process

	354 (Whole Foods)
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Ambiance
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Seventh Generation
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Marcel
	100%
	40%
	PCF

	Cottonelle
	0%
	0%
	ECF

	Charmin
	0%
	0%
	ECF


	Napkins
	Percent Recyled
	Percent Post Consumer Recycled
	Bleaching Process

	354 (Whole Foods)
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Seventh Generation
	100%
	80%
	PCF

	Marcel
	100%
	60%
	PCF

	Bounty
	0%
	0%
	ECF

	Scott
	0%
	0%
	ECF

	Kleenex
	0%
	0%
	ECF


Y O U T H  &  S U N D A Y   S C H O O L

Please Note that the Rite-13 Activity for our Deanery, scheduled to meet at St. John’s, Newtonville on Sunday Afternoon, January 13th has been canceled by the host parish.  Watch for the announcement of the next activity of this series scheduled for February 10th at 4:30 P.M., location TBA.

Thanks to all who worked for our 
Youth and Sunday School Classes on January 6!

Child Care workers Kristen Borowicz and Kathy Gould, Arts & Crafts leader Molly Wong, Rite-13 teacher Andrea Lyman and doorkeeper Elaine Whiteside, 
Godly Play teacher Jennifer Mendelsohn, Firelight 1 Teacher Deb Perugi, 
Firelight 2 teacher David Barbrow with teaching team member Julia Talcott, 
traffic cop Don Kennedy.

Class meeting times and places, January 13th, 

The First Sunday after the Epiphany:  The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.

10:00 A.M.


Arts & Crafts       
Pre-K and up        

Chapel


        


Junior Choir          Rehearsal            

Choir Room





Rite 13                 Grades 6-8




Conference Room





J2A
                   Grades 9 and up

Miriam’s Office


10:45 A.M.  



Godly Play
   

 
Pre-K and K



Godly Play Rooms











Children’s Chapel 
Grades 1-5




Chapel


11:00 A.M.




Firelight 1



Grades 1-3 




Chapel











Firelight 2



Grades 4,5




Conference Room

Godly Play and Firelight Classes (Pre-K--Gr. 5) enter the church service approx 11:45 a.m., at the Greeting of Peace

Rite-13 and J2A Members attend the 11 A.M. Service.

For Safety, children leaving church during the service 

should always be accompanied by an adult.


Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed!

If you can serve as helper or teacher for at least one Sunday this year, please get in touch with Ed Pease.  Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14, or Ed at home 508-668-5055, or email to clarkpease2@cs.com.



January 13, 2008, The First Sunday after the Epiphany: 
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

January 20, 2008, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5).

January 28, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5). This is the day of the Parish Annual meeting.  Child Care will be provided during the Annual Meeting.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Godly Play (pre-K,K) and Children’s Chapel (Grades 1-5) at 10:45 A.M., followed by Firelight 1 Class (Grades 1-3) & Firelight 2 Class (Grades 4,5). This is the day when Bishop Shaw visits Grace Church.


January 13, 2008, The First Sunday after the Epiphany:  
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.


Please Note that the Rite-13 Activity for our Deanery, scheduled to meet at 

St. John’s, Newtonville on Sunday Afternoon, January 13th has been canceled 
by the host parish.  Watch for the announcement of the next activity of this 
series scheduled for February 10th at 4:30 P.M., location TBA.

January 20, 2008, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany:  
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.

January 27, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  This is the Sunday of the Parish Annual Meeting.  For middle school age students there will be an activity provided while their parents attend the annual meeting.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany: 
Class meets at 10 A.M. in the Conference Room.  This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.



January 13, 2008, The First Sunday after the Epiphany:  
The Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ:


Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

January 20, 2008, The Second Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

January 27, 2008, The Third Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

This is the day of the Parish Annual Meeting.  Members of the class who are 16 and over are invited to attend the Annual Meeting.  For members of the class not attending the annual meeting, there will be an activity provided.

February 3, 2008, The Last Sunday after the Epiphany:

Class meets in Miriam’s Office at 10 A.M. Sharp.

This is the day of Bishop Shaw’s visit to Grace Church.  This visit is for the Bishop and the Congregation to get to know each other better, and to discuss our mutual goals in ministry.  It will not include Confirmation.  Confirmation will be administered by Bishop Shaw at Grace Church on Saturday, June 21, 2008, at 10:30 A.M. This Service is open to all congregations in our Deanery.


What’s a Bishop?

(Some, but not everything, you need to know about Bishops)

In relation to the Church 

(and someday there might be an article on “What’s the Church”, but meanwhile the word “Church” is being used as if there was one undivided Christian Church throughout the world—a really good thing it would be, too, if we could get it put back together). 

in relation to the Church, then, a Bishop is one of the Church’s ministers.

Ministers, according to the Catechism

(an interesting document contained in the Book of Common Prayer, beginning on page 844 with a definition of Catechism, so no need to go into what the Catechism is at this point, except to say it is much more than a bunch of questions and answers that could be memorized and that everybody should read it starting with the definition on page 844).

Ministers of the Church, then, are lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons. (p.855)

So, are there three orders of ministry, or four?  I (The Catechism of Ed) am going to say four.  This is how they work together (remember this is the Catechism of Ed, but it is very close to the way it really is, if not spot-on): 

All ministers are lay persons.  

Deacons are lay persons who have been ordained as Deacons – but they are still lay persons as well.

Priests are lay persons who have been ordained as Deacons, and   then have been ordained as Priests – but they are still lay persons as well as Deacons.

What’s a Bishop?(cont.)

Bishops are lay persons who have been ordained as Deacons, and then have been ordained as Priests, and then have been ordained as Bishops – but they are still lay persons as well as Deacons and Priests.

Let’s talk about regalia!
(a most important subject, don’t you agree? If it’s not about the costumes, what is it about?).

Regalia, then, or what the four orders of ministers of the Church would wear at the main Service of the Church (The Eucharist):
--Lay persons would be wearing a white garment which they received at Baptism (if they are fastidious, over a cassock, usually black), or one like it but larger if they have grown a lot.  And over that, they might, on very dressy occasions, if they have a starring role such as Crucifer or Lector wear a more decorative garment called the Tunicle.  (In practice, of course, you only see the white garment, generally called an Alb, on acolytes, and members of the Choir wear another version of the white garment called a Surplice.  The rest of us wear whatever we found laid out for us in the morning – but we could affect the alb with impunity.)

--Lay persons who are also Deacons would wear the white garment of Baptism plus a Stole (a long narrow piece of material) worn over the right shoulder and tied at the waist on the left, producing a sort of diagonal effect.  And for those Big Occasions, on top of that, a decorative garment called a Dalmatic. (In practice we usually see just the alb and the stole worn deacon-wise).

--Lay persons who are also Priests-and-Deacons would wear the white garment of Baptism plus a Stole draped over the neck and hanging straight down in front to indicate Priesthood, perhaps to symbolize the Yoke of Christ (and some wear this crossed so that there is a sort of “X” shape, though this is going out of fashion).  On Big Occasions all this is topped by a kind of fancy poncho called the Chasuble, meaning a sort of little house.

--Lay Persons who are also Bishops-and-Priests-and-Deacons would wear the same vestments as the Priests, but with a huge cross worn in front as a pendant, a rather large gold ring on the right hand for sealing documents, and over everything, on the head, a pointed hat called a Mitre. The Mitre has two ribbons falling from the back of it to symbolize the tongues of fire that lighted on the Apostles on the Day of Pentecost.  In the days before liturgical reform really took hold (the late 1960’s), the most dapper bishops would wear the Alb, the Tunicle, on top of which they put the Dalmatic, on top of which they put the Stole, the Chasuble, the pectoral cross, the ring on the right hand, and then the Mitre on the top of the bishop,  (Really good for places where there is no central heating), but you don’t see this any more.

Of course, there is much more to say about couture, but don’t get me started!  What is above is enough to emphasize the idea of there being four orders of ministry, of which one is common to all the others. Whenever you are looking at a Bishop, Priest, or Deacon remember that underneath all that brocade and bling is a lay person always, with all that other stuff piled on top.

More about Bishops, and what they do, in the next installment!

Ed Pease, Assistant for Christian Education, 508-668-5055, clarkpease2@cs.com   


                                                             

 

Come hear for yourself what is happening in Bethlehem. Come see about getting involved.

 Wednesday, January 16th, 2008 , 6:30-8:30 PM
at the Cambridge Senior Center, 806 Mass. Ave.
Creating exchanges.
The delegation was welcomed by a variety of civic, educational and human rights groups in Bethlehem.   (such as Independent and Parochial elementary and secondary schools, Bethlehem University faculty and students, Chamber of Commerce, Rehabilitation Hospital for people with Disabilities, Children's cancer project, youth theater and video projects, Women's economic development cooperatives and Human Rights NGO.) 
 

We are interested in fostering on-going exchanges (through email, Skype, teleconferencing and future delegations) with Cambridge counterparts.
 

Further presentations. 
Members of the delegation would be interested in sharing their experiences with organizations. If you would like some of us to come to your school/organization/community, etc, please contact us at the Peace Commission 617-349-4694, peace@cambridgema.gov.

 

CBPP formed in 2007 to find a human way to address the circumstances facing Palestinians. Bethlehem was chosen in response to a specific call from its citizens, facing tremendous social and economic isolation, to "re-open Bethlehem" to the global community. 


Upcoming Events

January 8, 15, 22 & 29: Theology on Tap "Portraits of Jesus" series, sponsored by the Church of the Advent, Boston, 











at the Cheers Bar, 84 Beacon Street, Boston, 7 p.m.
January 12: 



Priesthood ordinations, Trinity Church, Boston, 10:30 a.m.
January 29: 



Join Bishop Bud Cederholm and environmental advocates from diverse faith communities at 








Interfaith Pledge to Climate Action: A Day of Prayer and Advocacy, State House, Boston, 10 a.m.

For more information on these events please visit http://www.diomass.org/news_events/calendar/diocesan
�








Evening Prayer Resumes January 10th 





Evening Prayer will take place in the Chapel, 6:30 – 7:00 PM.


All are welcome to attend and participate.





Come for the quiet, the candle light, a time to pray and meditate -- and a time to thank God for blessings of the day.
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