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GRACE CHURCH BULLETIN
November 25, 2008
God’s grace sustains us as we strive to know, love, and serve others in our daily lives. Wherever you are on your faith journey, you are welcome at Grace Episcopal Church.
Dear Members of the Parish,

We are about to begin a new Liturgical Year on the first Sunday of Advent.  The readings from our lectionary will be from Year B and most of the gospel readings will be from Mark.  Mark's gospel is the shortest and most action-packed of all the gospels.  One of the major themes of his gospel is the "Messianic secret" -- 

Jesus does not reveal, or admit to, his Messiahship in the first half of Mark's Gospel. In the second half of the Gospel, however, he acknowledges it to the disciples after Peter's confession, but then commands them not to tell anybody. Mark also focused on the kingdom of God and discipleship.

Advent bids us to slow down and contemplate the mystery of the Incarnation -- God taking on human flesh to dwell among us.  It is one of the most profound beliefs of the Christian faith -- Jesus is fully human, yet fully divine.  How does this impact our daily lives?

There are some simple ways to slow down during the craziness of the holiday season.  

· Make an Advent Wreath and place it at the center of your dinner table 

· Take time before your evening meal to light the wreath and say a prayer 

· Carve some time out of your schedule -- even if it's 15 minutes -- to read one of the birth accounts in the gospels 

· Come to the Advent Book Discussion Group on Sunday nights, beginning December 7th. 

· Simplify your Christmas -- don't buy a bunch of gifts, but think about making things or baking for friends and family.  Take the money you would have spent on gifts and give it to a charity that helps the homeless or poor families in our communities. 

· Make a point to come to Church each Sunday -- it may be the only quiet time in your week to connect with God and your faith community. 



  For more ideas about Alternative Christmas, visit this web site: 
   
 

          http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/alternatives/

Whatever your plans, I hope that you will make room in your heart for the Christ Child who has come to dwell among us.

"And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  
We beheld the glory of the Father,
full of grace and truth."  (Gospel of John)

Peace and Blessings,
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Miriam
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Those In Service, November 30th, First Sunday of Advent



Altar Guild:




Carolyn Blanks, Carol McNally, Carole, Carter
 



Hospitality:




Bruins, Lockhart





Greeters:  




 
Edith Fenton



Acolytes:





Christopher Rao, Mercer Gary, Bella Rao





Lectors:






Marian Bruins, George Attisano
 



Lay Reader:



 
George Whitehead



Chalice Bearers:


Bessie Lyman, Jay Burke
 



Counters:




  
Marian Bruins, Margaret Umbsen



Nursery:





Kathy Gould
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Thanks to Deb Perugi, the Worship, Hospitality, Counter and Acolyte schedules

are now accessible through the website.  http://www.gracenewton.org/schedule.html
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 We ask your prayers for all those who serve our country and local communities, especially Brendan Bowen, David DiCicco, Michael Gould, Sean Hoyt, Brad Leitch, Darnell Lyman, and Adam Sacchetti.  We also ask your prayers for those in need of healing: Martha Bauer, Larry Bauer, Paul, Barbara Beinhocker, Kat Sacchetti, Frank Garcia, Martha Grant, John Mayfield, John, Barbara Baerg, June O’Brien, Gardner Holmes Rollins, Zack McLeod, Sue Wilkins, Marty Hackett, Richard Borowicz, Grace Murphy, Sally McAlpine, Tom Gerlach, Sr., Judy Borowicz, George Chapman, Trudy Kontoff, Harry Snyder, Cindy Connaster Frances Ellsbree, Kate MacDonald, Barbara Karlin Paul DiCicco, Mateo Singer-Torres, Tim Clancy, Carson Johnson, Liz Huntting.
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Grace Discussion Group
This Sunday, November 30th, we welcome the Rev. Anne M. Minton, who will lead a discussion on the topic of Israel/Palestine.  At 10 AM, Anne will give a brief summary of some of the contemporary issues and challenges (things blocking peaceful solutions) and a sample of the Israeli narrative, the Palestinian narrative, and how they differ. There will also be a suggested book list.  Anne is a Retired Professor of History and Religion, Bunker Hill Community College. 
Anne will preach and celebrate at the 11 AM Eucharist as well.

On October 26th, The Rev. Dr. Charles Hefling lead us in a discussion about the sacrament of baptism and why and how it is central to our tradition. He also preached at the 11:00 Am Service.  Copies of his discussion and sermon can be downloaded at http://www.gracenewton.org/grant.html.

A Thank You
 
On Sunday, November 16, an enthusiastic panel described Grace Church's outreach to others...a well-attended session which included the J2A group! Celia Johnson recounted singing in the Choir, becoming an Acolyte, and all of the Social Action activities in which she participated during her growing up in Grace Church. Barbara Stock told us about the projects of the Church Service League, led for the last 39 years by Ida Ellsbree. Marian and Bill Bruins described opportunities in the Hospitality Program for patients and families from afar who travel to the Boston area for medical care. Mary Swezy told us of the 20+ years of cooking for Rosie's Place, and assisting the Refugee and Immigration Ministry in Boston. The creation of Garfield House (for women who are victims of domestic violence), and the construction of affordable housing, were CAN-DO projects described by Sallie Dunning. Our thanks to Celia, Barbara, Marian/Bill, Mary, and Sallie for their work on behalf of others, and for sharing with us their stories. Thanks to the help of many, a display of outreach projects has been assembled near the font. More pictures are welcome. We will leave the exhibit in place for several more days; it relates to our grant: "A Baptizing Community".  
Don Kennedy
MUSIC FOR THIS SUNDAY

OFFERTORY ANTHEM:  “Dearest Lord Jesus, why are you delaying?”  Dietrich Buxtehude



Soprano, Eileen Callahan



   Dearest Lord Jesus, why are you delaying? 

Come see what burdens my soul are dismaying.

Come, now and take me wherever you will, 

Save me, oh save me; your promise fulfill!

It is enough, Lord, so come and deliver

Body and spirit from evil forever.

Come now, my fading assurance renew,

All that I am I surrender to you.

Dearest Lord Jesus, why are you delaying? 

Come see what burdens my soul are dismaying. 

Come, as you promised, no longer delaying!

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707) German/Danish composer of renown. The cantata from which this aria comes, “Eins bitte ich vom herrn” would have been performed at Abendmusiken, a concert series in Lubeck at the Marienkirche, given in the evening at the time of Vespers. The cantatas are not liturgical or congregational, but expressive and intimate, focusing on the individual soul and its relationship to God. This particular text shows the influence of 17th century German pietism, a reform movement within Lutheranism. 

ORGAN MUSIC:  

The chorale preludes by Bach are settings in elaborate style of chorales designated for Advent.  The chorale prelude was often improvised by an organist to introduce the singing of the chorale in worship. We will sing one of these chorales as the final hymn. 

THE TOLLING OF THE ELDREDGE CHIME 350 TIMES

Thanks to all the bell ringers who braved both the weather and the stairs yesterday to make a statement about necessity for climate change:   Laura Johnson, Debra Katt-Lloyd, Kate Martenis, Paul Martenis, Ed Pease, Carolyn Wong, Paul Wong. I will keep everyone posted about the documentary about the tolling among churches in New England. 
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[image: image9.wmf]Our annual Grace Church Winter Weekend is planned for Saturday, January 17th through Monday, January 19th (Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend) at the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center. The weekend's activities will begin with lunch on Saturday and end with lunch on Monday. The cost for the entire weekend is $150 per adult (anyone over 13), $75 for kids 3-13, with kids under 3 going free. The cabin price (for the youth & anyone staying with them) is $100 for the weekend. Please sign up in the office or call Susan and have her put your name on the sign-up sheet.  If you are planning to go, we need to know by December 1st with the total payment in by December 5th. There will be scholarship money available to help those who need help with the expenses, so don't let the current economy keep you away. We encourage everyone who is able to commit to this annual community-building event, which will have additional activities to go along with the grant: Grace Church - a baptizing community. For those of you who may not have ever gone before, IT'S FUN! Ask me questions or speak to one of the many (especially Carol Robinson) who have attended in years past.
Marian Bruins
THANKSGIVING THANKS
While about a month late, let me express profound thanks to all those who joined in making the memorial service for my wife, Jane Ayer Scott,  a true Grace-full blessing for all those who attended.  It was a miracle of finely meshed efforts: from Miriam a truly pastoral approach that allowed us to have a service that reflected Jane’s life and beliefs; Linda’s careful and thoughtful work on the music and the choir’s vigorous support, ending in a wonderful rendering of “When the Saints Go Marching In” led by Frank (a piece chosen by Jane in her last meeting with Miriam); and the magnificent spread in the large hall following the service put on by the myriad swarms of behind the scenes workers led on by Ellen and Carolyn- it was both delicious and heart-warming; and also the generous vigor in preparation made by Susan and Doug.
To all a mighty thanks – Peace be unto you and Grace!  Happy Thanksgiving!

Scottie

                               Advent Service of Remembrance

Feeling out of sync with Christmas?  Often when we lose a loved one, the holidays are difficult, to say the least.  Join us on Wednesday, December 3rd at 7:00 PM in the Church for a service of prayer, candle light, and song, as we remember those we love.

Advent Book Study

Beginning Sunday, December 7th and continuing each Sunday until the 4th Sunday of Advent, December 21st, we will offer a book discussion group on "The First Christmas: What the Gospels really Say about Jesus' Birth," by Marcus Borg and Dominic Crossan. Here's a bit about the book: In The First Christmas, Borg and Crossan focus upon "What do these stories mean?" Matthew's and Luke's (somewhat different) Christmas stories address the deepest of human yearnings: for light in the darkness, for the fulfillment of our hopes, for a different kind of world. The stories of the first Christmas are both personal and political. Even as they are tidings of comfort and joy, they are edgy and challenging. The stories confront the way most societies have been and are organized. The authors' task is two-fold: The first is historical: the stories' meanings in their first-century context. The second is contemporary: to treat their meanings for Christian understanding and commitment today. America is in the powerful and perilous position of being the empire of our day. Yet the stories of the first Christmas are anti-imperial. Thus there are political meanings and challenges in these stories as well as personal meanings. The Christmas stories are religious in the way that the Bible as a whole is religious: life with the God of Israel, the God of Jesus, is both personal and political.

Join us from 6 – 7:30 PM for a simple meal of soup and good conversation.  If you need childcare, please contact the Church Office.


                                                                               Women of Grace Cookie Exchange 

                   Wednesday, December 10th, from 7 to 9 p.m. the Women of Grace 
                       are invited to gather together to...worship cookies!  
                                So make your best recipe of 3 or 4 dozen cookies (or more), bring them in a big tin, 

                                     bring another empty tin for yourself in which to put your new batch of assorted goodies.  
                              Please bring a light refreshment too.
                                   In addition, we will have a special treat.  As so many of you have admired 
                                   Jean Kennedy's earrings that her daughter, Kim McDonald, has made, 
                                    we thought it would be fun to have Kim join us to display some of her creations
                                you might want for yourself, or as a stocking stuffer, etc., etc.

                                Look forward to seeing MANY of you on December 10.  

                           - Carol Robinson
      Women of Grace
                                                      All are Welcome!                             
GRACE GREEN TIPS
Inspired by the leadership of Religious Witness for the Earth, the Social Action Committee provides weekly recommendations for environmental preservation. 


Tip 49: Resist, Re-Use or Recycle your plastic bags

Plastic bags are environmentally damaging in a number of ways. First, they are made from polyethylene resin, a petroleum-based product, and therefore contribute to greenhouse gases during their production. Second, many bags are imprinted with inks that contain many chemicals that also contribute to global warming during their manufacture. Third, a very high proportion of plastic bags end up in our municipal landfills where they take hundreds of years to biodegrade, while the chemicals from their inks leach into the environment. Finally, many bags end up on our landsides and waterways, blighting the environment, and posing a health hazard to many different species of animals. To minimize this damage, use the following 3 ‘R’ when it comes to plastic bags: 

Resist:  Avoid plastic bags as much as possible. A rapidly growing number of people are now bringing their own re-useable bags to supermarkets. However, we more often lack the mindset to bring these bags to department, hardware, and office supply stores. Checkouts in these kinds of stores still tend to use large plastic bags for most purchased items. Another source of plastic bags are dry cleaners. Some of the smaller establishments will not bag your garments if you ask them in advance. 

Re-Use: Put bags you’ve brought home to other uses. Newspaper bags are the perfect size for collecting pet poop, for instance. Cereal box bags, and grocery produce bags can be used to store other kinds of foods.  Larger department store bags can be used as totes, or for garment storage. 

Recycle: As a last resort, many plastic bags can be re-cycled at various stores. All Stop N Shops, Whole Foods, and Shaws Markets now have plastic bag recycle bins. To determine whether a particular bag can be re-cycled, look for the number 2 or 4 within a triangle, or the word ‘recyclable’ imprinted somewhere on the bag. It can be easy to miss. Not all bread makers use recyclable plastic bags, so there is an opportunity for consumers to prefer those do so, and in so doing, influence other bread makers to follow suit. Besides bread and other food product bags, you can also bring most dry cleaning bags, newspaper bags, many clear garment bags (such as for t-shirts and underwear), paper towel packaging, and bubble wrap to supermarket recycle bins. You need not have purchased the item at the store.    

Submitted by David Adams 

I would like to add my thanks

to everyone who helped on

St. Andrew’s Day and Evensong tea.

Barbara Stock
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GROWING   INTO  THE  FULL  STATURE  OF  CHRIST
Class Meeting Times and Places, November 30, 2008, 

the First Sunday of Advent

Nursery Care by Kathy Gould is available from 9:45 A.M.
No Sunday School Classes are Scheduled Today
For Safety, children leaving church during the service
should always be accompanied by an adult.
The Regular Schedule of Sunday School Classes resumes on December 7

Sunday School Helpers and Teachers are needed!
Please get in touch with Ed Pease.  

Call the church at 617-244-3221, extension 14,

or Ed at home 508-668-5055,

or email to clarkpease2@cs.com

                     Calendar of Diocesan & Parish Events
November 27: 

Thanksgiving Day Eucharist and community turkey dinner, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 11 a.m.  
November 30: 

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols, with supper to follow, St. Margaret's Convent, Boston, 4 p.m. 
November 30: 

Advent Evening Prayer at All Saints' Church, West Newbury, 6 p.m. 

December 1: 

Public lecture: "The Wisdom of Whores: Bureaucrats, Brothels and the Business of AIDS," 






sponsored by the Episcopal Chaplaincy's Technology and Culture Forum, MIT Museum, 7 p.m. 

December 2: 

Refreshment Day, Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington, 9 a.m. 

December 6: 

Safe Church Training, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 8:30 a.m. 

December 6: 

Advent Noisy Day, St. John's Church, Gloucester, 9:30 a.m. 

December 7: 

35th Annual Messiah Sing, St. Paul's Church, Brookline, 4 p.m. 

December 7: 

Advent Evening Prayer, All Saints' Church, West Newbury, 6 p.m. 

December 9: 

Introduction to Centering Prayer, Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington, 7 p.m. 

December 11: 

Poetry as Prayer, Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington, 7 p.m. 

December 12: 

Coltrane at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 7:30 p.m.  

 

December 13: 

Advent Day of Prayer, St. Margaret's Convent, Boston, 9:30 a.m 

December 13: 

Blue Christmas Service, St. Paul's Church, Brookline, 5:30 p.m. 

December 14:

 Advent Evening Prayer, All Saints' Church, West Newbury, 6 p.m.  

December 17: 

Annual Messiah Sing, Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston, 12:15 - 1:15 p.m.

December 19-21: 
Personal Prayer Weekend, St. Margaret's Convent, Boston. 


The Beadles Jewelry Show

This Sunday 12-5 pm

Deb Perugi and friends at the home of Carol Stoltze

102 Charlesbank Road, off St. James, Newton Corner

617-964-7390


Patrick McNally will be singing the role of "The Count"
 in Mozart's Marriage of Figaro at the Cutler Majestic Theatre on 

Friday, December 5th at 8:00 p.m. and on Sunday, December 7th at 3:00 p.m.

Tickets are available on line, at the theatre, or at the door


You are cordially invited to attend 
the Master's Recital of
Patrick McNally
Tuesday, December 9th, 8:00 p.m.
New England Conservatory, Brown Hall (a part of Jordan Hall)
Program includes works of Milhaud, Vivaldi, Wolf, and Argento
 

Admission is free.  A reception will follow the performance
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